A SOCIAL CREED FOR THE 21st CENTURY

We Churches of the United States have a message of hope for a fearful time, Just
as the churches responded to the harshness of early 20th Century industrializa-
tion with a prophetic "Social Creed”in 1908, so in our era of globalization we offer
a vision of a society that shares more and consumes less, seeks compassion over
suspicion and equality over domination, and finds security in joined hands rather
than massed arms. Inspired by Isaiah’s vision of a "peaceable kingdom,” we honor
the dignity of every person and the intrinsic value of every creature, and pray and
work for the day when none “labor in vain or bear children for calamity” (Isaiah
65:23). We do so as disciples of the One who came “that all may have life, and have
it abundantly” (John 10:10), and stand in solidarity with Christians and with all
who strive for justice around the globe.

IN FA'TH ’ responding to our Creator, we celebrate the full humanity of each woman, man and child,
all created in the divine image as individuals of infinite worth, by....
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IN THE LOVE incarnate in Jesus, despite the world's sufferings and evils, we honor the deep connections within our

human family and seek to awaken a new spirit of community, by ...
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IN HOPE sustained by the Holy Spirit, we pledge fo be peacemakers in the world and stewards of
! God's good creation, by ...

We --individual Christians and churches — commit ourselves to a

culture of peace and freedom that embraces non-violence, nurtures character,
treasures the environment, and builds community, rooted in a spirituality of
inner growth with outward action. We make this commitment together as
and study materiale on the Sosial Creed: members of Christ’s body, led by the one Spirit —- trusting in the God who makes
www. peusa.org acewp/ socislerosd. him all things new.

ﬁ , As adopted by the Presbyterian Charch (U.S.A.) at the 2008 General Acsembly, and by @

the Mational Council of Churches of Cheist USA at the 2007 General Assembly,



