Great Vigil of Easter
The Great Vigil of Easter is a service on Saturday of Holy Week between the crucifixion of Christ on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. The origins of this service go back to the earliest times of the Christian church. It is commonly celebrated between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter Morning. The service has four parts:  

1. The Service of Light

2. The Service of Lessons

3. The Service of Baptism or Renewal of Baptismal Vows

4. The Service of Holy Communion

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT

Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, we gather with all the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of Jesus Christ. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son Jesus Christ, you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light. Sanctify this light and grant that in Word and Sacrament we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Christ Candle is lit.

Leader:
The light of Christ. May the light of Christ shine in your life.

People: Thanks be to God.

Hymn
They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love
Sing the Faith 2223
THE SERVICE OF LESSONS

Hebrew Scripture Reading:  Exodus 14:10-31

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.


First in silence.
God of freedom, in the Red Sea you give us a symbol of our baptism; grant that all the peoples of the earth may come to new birth by water and the Spirit and share in the heritage of your chosen people; that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Hebrew Scripture Reading:  Psalms 46

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.


First in silence.
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life. Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to live in righteousness and to proclaim you to all the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Epistle Reading:  Romans 8:31-39

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God

Let us pray.


First in silence.
We are thankful, O God, that nothing in all creation, neither things present nor things to come, can ever separate us from your love through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 28:1-10

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God.

Let us pray.


First in silence.
Almighty God: through the rising of Jesus Christ from the dead you have given us a living hope. Keep us joyful in all our trials, and guard our faith, so we may receive the wonderful inheritance of life eternal, which you have prepared for us, through Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen.

The Sermon









THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS

Dear friends, we are buried with Christ by baptism into his death and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, to renew the solemn promises and vows of holy baptism.

Leader: Do you believe in God the Father?

People: I do.

Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People: I do.

Leader: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People: I do.

Leader: Will you forgive others as you are forgiven?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Leader: Will you seek to love your neighbor as yourself, and strive for peace and justice?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Leader: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Leader: Will you accept the cost of following Jesus Christ in your daily life and work?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Leader: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

People: I will, with God’s help.

Leader: With the whole church will you proclaim by word and action the Good News of God in Christ?

People: I will, with God’s help.

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Leader:  Give thanks to God, for God is good.

People: God’s love is everlasting

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right to give God thanks and Praise.

The Thanksgiving

Words of Institution

Sharing of the Bread and Cup

Let us pray.

God our help: we thank you for this supper shared in the Spirit with your Son Jesus, who makes us new and strong, who brings us life eternal.  We praise you for giving us all good gifts in him, and pledge ourselves to love our neighbor as ourselves and further serve you, even as in Christ you have served us. Amen.

Hymn 
God Be with You Till We Meet Again
Presbyterian Hymnal 540
Charge

Benediction

Amen! Amen!
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