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Dear legislators: 

The national office of the Presbyterian Church (USA) has been located in Louisville, Kentucky since 1988. 

Upon moving to Louisville, we were welcomed and accepted as an important part of this community. It 

has been a tremendous honor to live and to do ministry in a city and state that shares our value that 

there is not room in the churCh or in the community for discrimination against any pers.on. 
~ ~ 

While the denominational seat is located in Louisville} our local churches are spread across the state in 

rural communities like Hazard and Mayfield and in urban centers like Louisville and Lexington, as well as 

across the country. We strongly believe that wherever the church is located} it is the hands and body of 

Christ, called to minister to, and be a house of worship for all God's people. We are led by Presbyterians 

of all nationalities, genders, races, ages, and ethnicities who have been called to minister in their local 

community. This call includes worship and sodal programs such as food p.antries, community kitchens, 

English as a Second Language classes, and mentoring programs. We do not ask the immigration status 

of those with whom we worship or serve because we wish to live a community that sees past a person}s 

immigration status to see the face of God. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) s.upports comprehensive immigratIon reform at the federal level, 

enforceable by federal authorities. However. weare concerned about the recent proposed legislation, 

5B6. This legislation is counter to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and puts at risk not only members of our 

congregations but the people of the communities in which they serve. If adopted, SS6 would have a 

chilling effect on the work and worship of churches and entire communities. Local police departments 

would divert resources to these civil immigration violations rather than focusing on keeping 

communities safe. The perception ofthe pe;lice among immigrant communities would fundamentally 

shift, creating an environment of fear where crime would go unreported and victims unassisted. 

While it is a joy for us to share this city and state with Presbyterians from around the world, if SS6 is 

adopted, we would no longer be able to host our national meetings in Kentucky. In a single year, our 

offices host over 100 meetings resulting in thousands of people traveling to Louisville, staying in area 

hotels and eating in local restaurants. However, our commitment to justice, fairness, and solidarity with 

those persecuted by unfair laws led our 2010 General Assembly to adopt a resolution that calls us to 

refrain from holding national meetings in states where laws exist that might subject our guests to 
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harassment or intimidation. Louisville has hosted our biennial General Assembly meeting {3,ODO 

attendees, our triennial Presbyterian Women's Gathering (5/000) and manYI many other Presbyterian 

Conferences. IfSB6 becomes law, Louisville could no longer be considered as a venue for these events. 

This would undoubtedly negatively impact Kentucky's economY,especially in the Louisville area. 

SBG is harmful to all Kentuckians and our guests, especially as we work to create an atmosphere of 

acceptance and tolerance. We urge you consider the impact this proposed legislation would have on 

the people and economy of Kentucky and oppose this legislation. 

~~ 
Gradye Parsons Linda Valentine 
Stated Clerk Executive Director 
Office of the General Assembly General Assembly Mission Council 


