226" General Assembly (2024)

Co-Moderator
Candidates




Table of Contents

Letter from the Acting Stated Clerk of the General Assembly............... 1

Questions for Candidates ..........cccccciiiniiiinni e —— 2

Rev. Cecelia Armstrong & Rev. Anthony Larson ........cccccccemmmreiiiniiniinns 3

Rev. Dr. Marian McClure Taylor & Rev. Daniel Morales......................... 15

et L I 32
AW B - EHALE ?lot 2 - 28 94 - HOSH

Informacion traducida al espanol................ccccoiiiiii 53

Carta de presentacion - Preguntas para candidatos(as)
Sentido del lamado - Preguntas y respuestas



of THE PR&L\"&

GA ™

It
-
2 SALT LAKE CITY

4 226

»
9
P

Aounmd

)

May 20, 2024
Dear Commissioner or Advisory Delegate:

As outlined in the Manual of the General Assembly, one of the responsibilities of the Stated
Clerk is to provide to commissioners and advisory delegates an electronic packet of information
about each candidate who is standing for the Office of Moderator. For this assembly, we have
two sets of Co-Moderator candidates.

This booklet contains the following information for all candidates standing for Co-Moderator of
the 226th General Assembly (2024): photographs, biographical information, personal statement
regarding the candidate’s sense of call to the office, a written presentation by the presbytery
having jurisdiction over the candidate (if that council has endorsed them), and the candidate’s
responses to a questionnaire developed by the Stated Clerk. The “Sense of Call” and questions
and responses the candidates have chosen have been translated into Korean and Spanish and
may be found at the end of the document.

The candidates have chosen the layout for their material within the space limitations provided.
In addition to getting to know the candidates via their booklets, The Presbyterian Outlook will be
hosting “Gathering Voices: A Conversation with Moderator Candidates” on Thursday, June 6,

7:00 pm ET. To learn more about this free event, register, and receive the Zoom link, click here.

The booklet will also be available on myga.pc-biz.org.

The election of the Co-Moderators will take place during the plenary session of the General
Assembly on Saturday evening, June 30, 2024. The process that will be used can be found in
Standing Rule H.1.c.(4). God’s blessings to you as you continue to pray and prepare for the
General Assembly.

In the faith that we share,

Y

Bronwen W. Boswell

Acting Stated Clerk

Office of the General Assembly
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)


https://pres-outlook.org/product/gathering-voices-a-conversation-with-moderator-candidates/
https://myga.pc-biz.org/

Questions for Candidates for
Moderator of the 226th General Assembly (2024)
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Using no more than 500 words for each response, please answer Questions 1
through 4 (required) and two additional questions.

1.

Required: The theme of the 226 General Assembly (2024) is “Live Into
Hope,” from the hymn by Jane Parker Huber based upon Luke 4:16-20. How
will you call the church to “live into hope” during your two-year term?

Required: The Standing Rules state that “During the period between
assemblies, the Moderator [or Moderators| serves as an ambassador of the
unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace, telling the story of the church’s life
and upholding the people of God through prayer” (Manual of the General
Assembly, Standing Rule H.1.a.(5)). Reflect on the importance of that role to
the church and how you would live that out as a Moderator or Co-Moderatort.

Required: Since the pandemic, no single path has emerged for congregations
to find a new equilibrium. What words of encouragement and what insights
would you share with church leaders and members during this time?

Required: What is your elevator speech about what it means to be
Presbyterian?

Choose two of the following questions to answer:

5.

How can the church community acknowledge and celebrate diversity in all of
its rich forms while still striving for oneness in Jesus Christ?

We live in a world full of fear, division, and uncertainty. What might the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its congregations do to strengthen our
common ministry of shared witness of God’s love to all? How do we hold

space where different responses to God’s call and expressions of faith can be
shared and heard?

In our interactions as Presbyterians with people of other religions and faith
traditions, we seek respectful dialogical relationships and authentic witness.
How do dialogue and witness help Presbyterians support those of other

religious traditions who are targeted with hate speech and acts of violence?

What suggestions do you have for identifying and nurturing emerging
developments in faithful leadership for the mission of Christ?



Rew. Ceceliov . Annmatneng & Rew. Antheny €. Carzen

STANDING AS 226'"" GENERAL ASSEMBLY CO-MODERATORS

*
N S AL
* .

y KRR Z
* ** *
e *

journeytosta gmail.com




Born in Minneapolis, MN and raised in North Carolina

Raised and confirmed in the Rocky River Presbyterian Church
near Harrisburg, NC

Bachelor of Arts University of North Carolina — Chapel Hill —
Double Major in Public Policy Analysis and Religious Studies
Served in the Student Congress at UNC as a representative,
Finance Committee Chair, and Speaker of the Student Congtess
Served on the Leadership Team of Presbyterian Campus
Ministry at UNC

Began discerning a call to ministry while serving as the Director
of Youth Ministries at the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church in
Williamsburg, Virginia

Master of Divinity, Union Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond,
VA, recipient of the Peabody Faculty Award

Setved on and Co-Led the Synod Youth Council for the Synod
of the Mid-Atlantic which planned the Synod Youth Leadership
Development Event, an annual event to equip youth to be
leaders in the church and offered networking and skill
development for youth ministry professionals

Called as Pastor of the Springs Community Presbyterian Church
in East Hampton, NY

Planning Team Member for Montreat Youth Conference

Called and cutrently serving as Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian
Church of Surfside Beach, SC

Workshop Leader for the Massanetta Springs Middle School
Conference

Member of the Committee on Ministry of Long Island
Presbytery; Member and Moderator of Committee on Ministry
for New Harmony Presbytery

Currently serving as the Moderator of New Harmony Presbytery

Currently Enrolled in Doctor of Ministry studies at Union
Presbyterian Seminary, Charlotte, NC

Proud son of Rev. Mary Elizabeth Sigmon who has been a
minister of the Gospel her whole life but began seminary and

was ordained a Teaching Elder after retiring and currently serves

as Pastor of the Olney Presbyterian Church in Gastonia, NC.
Annoying older brother to my sister, Heather, and goofy uncle
to her children Henty, Chatlotte, and Jack.
Married for 16 years to Heather Larson, father by adoption to
her son, Stephen Larson and brand-new grandfather to Nora
James Larson
Semi-Professional Nerd...
Level 50 Pokémon Go Trainer. Ludicolo is my spitit
Pokémon. (If you’re a trainer let’s exchange trainer codes!)
Captain of the RogueRev Ttivia Team
Pretty good at Crosswords, Sudoku, and Wordle
Officially sorted into House Ravenclaw
I 'love to cook, spend time on the beach with Heather, cuddle
and give treats to John Calvin (cat), take Martin Luther (dog) to
the dog park, and listen to jazz on our front deck.

RS YAV

Born and raised in Detroit, MI
The youngest of 5 children born to Alexander and Evelyn
Armstrong (both deceased)

The favorite little sister to Markus, Alonzo, Cecil, and Serena
Confirmed at Calvary Presbyterian Church and held membership at
New Life Presbyterian Church (College Park, GA) and Belle-
Terrace Presbytetian Church (Augusta, GA)

Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics, Spelman College (Atlanta, GA)
Master of Arts in Education for Curriculum and Instruction with
emphasis in Secondary Mathematics, University of Southern
Mississippi (Hattiesburg, MS)

Master of Divinity, Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary at the
Interdenominational Theological Seminary (Atlanta, GA)

Ordained as a Deacon, and an Elder at Belle-Terrace PCUSA and a
Minister of the Word and Sacraments by the Northeast Georgia
Presbytery

Served Grady Memorial Hospital as Chaplain (Atlanta, GA)
Setved Beth Salem PCUSA as Supply Pastor (Columbus, GA)
Setved Grace PCUSA as Solo Pastor (Lantana, FL)

Serving St. James PCUSA as Associate Pastor (Charleston, SC)
Committee on Ministry (Tropical Florida Presbytery)
Commission on Ministry (Charleston Atlantic Presbytery)
Committee on Preparation for Ministry (Charleston Atlantic
Presbytery)

Racial Ethnic Correspondent (Synod of South Atlantic)
Advocacy Committee for Woman and Gender Justice (A Standing
Committee of General Assembly)

Chair for Direct Action Research Training Clergy Conference
Planning Team

Co-Moderator of National Association of Presbyterian
Clergywomen

Former Board Chair for Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary
Former Co-President for Chatleston Area Justice Ministry

Serving the Mountain Retreat Association as board member for
Montreat Conference Center

Faculty for CREDO offered by the Boatd of Pensions

Minister of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for the Presbyterian
Foundation

Center for Womanist Leadership Conference Presenter (2018)
Montreat Youth Conference Preacher (2018, 2020, 2022)
Presbyterian Youth Triennium (2019)

Mo-Ranch Women's Conference Liturgist (2021)

Arts, Recreation & Worship Conference Preacher (2021)

Presbyterian Association of Musicians Worship & Music
Conference Preacher (2021)

Massanetta Springs Youth Conference Keynote (2022)
Association of Partners in Christian Education Preacher (2023)
Presbyterian Women Synod of South Atlantic Gathering Preacher
(2022)

Montreat Youth Conference Small Group Leader (2023)
Presbyterian Women Churchwide Gathering Preacher (2024)
Contributing author to the Presbyterian Outlook, Presbyterians
Today, Call to Worship, and A Sanctified Art, LL.C
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In February, the Rev. Gavin Meek, who serves as Executive Presbyter of New Harmony Presbytery,
called Tony to walk through the agenda for the upcoming presbytery meeting where he would be
installed as Moderator. After they discussed the agenda and flow of the meeting, he said there was one
more thing he wanted to discuss. He said, “I think you should stand for co-moderator of the General
Assembly.” It took a minute a register, and then Gavin explained, “You have enough experience in

ministry, you’ve got polity skills, you have served the presbytery, you have a pastor’s heart, and you have
vision and energy that would serve church well.”

Tony explained that he would need to pray and talk with his wife, Heather, about this venture but that
he would consider it. He sat at his desk for a few minutes. He prayed for clarity. He called Heather,
who immediately said, “Ever since I met Moderator Bruce Reyes-Chow at Montreat, I thought this was
something you should do. Go for it!” He called Gavin back and said, “I’ve learned to trust God’s voice
when it arrives through the voices of those I trust and love. I'm willing to stand.” Gavin said, “Great!
And the Rev. Dr. Ella Busby has someone in mind we think might stand with you. Her name is Rev.
CeCe Armstrong and she’s a dynamic pastor down in Chatrleston!”

CeCe received a telephone call from the Rev. Dr. Ella Busby. After a series of inquiring questions about
being a commissioner, the invitation was made, and CeCe was instructed to pray. A week later, after
much prayer, CeCe agreed to stand as Co-Moderators with Rev. Tony Larson for the 226% General
Assembly. CeCe heard through prayer that God was calling them to serve the whole church together.

Neither CeCe nor Tony would consider following through with this massive task without the support

and endorsement of their Sessions and congregations. Both St. James PC(USA) and Trinity PC(USA)
of Surfside Beach supported their efforts to journey on this path and to stand together.




Question 1:
The theme of the 226™ Genenal Assembly (2024) i “Cive Tnte Hope,”

e the lymin by Jane Parkeny based upen Cuke 4:16-20. Heow
will yow call the chwchy te “live e epe” duwving yewv twe-yeon teun?

Once we acknowledge that Live Into Hope is an active way of responding to God’s grace and mercy,
then we can do what is necessary to press forward in ways that we may or may not have moved
previously on our varied journeys. Acknowledging Ephesians 5:15-20 to call the church to Luke 4:16-

20, requires us to respond to one major question: How does the church LIVE?

L - LOVE... love ourselves, love our neighbors, love what we’ve been called to do, love. There are

many ways that we can love. We can love God with all our heart and with all our mind and all our soul
and we can love our neighbors as ourselves. We can’t overcome hate until we love. We cannot march

for justice unless we have a hunger for love. Let’s love one another more.

I —= INVOLVED... get involved with the activities of the church, get involved with what God is
calling us to do. What motivates us will draw us closer to God. The Scriptures tell us that we should
be whistling while we work. Scripture says to sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among us.

In other words, we need to act like the Body of Christ and work together to get things done.

V — VICTORY... victory is celebrating what has already happened in our lives. There is victory in
Jesus. Victory is celebrating all that we have already done by the grace of God. Our church needs to
celebrate the wins, accept the challenges, and spend time figuring out how to lament, recover, and

press forward toward victory. Let’s celebrate every victory while recognizing we are not done, yet.

E — ENCOURAGE... encourage those who come behind us. If we do not encourage those who

tfollow us, then we fail as leaders to continue in the work that has been given to us to do. It was the
love, grace, and mercy of God and God used those nearest us to empower us and encourage us to be

better than we were the day before and to be a blessing since we were blessed.

This is how we L.I.V.E. “The Spirit of the Lord js upon me
)

because he fag anointed me
When we LIVE into HOPE,

then we have a reason to shout

“Hallelujah,” On Purpose, Everyday!




Question L:
Meodenaten [ev Medenatens] sewes as aw ambassaden ef the unily ef the
Gpinit i the bonds of peace, telling the stouy ef the churchs like and
uphelding the pesple of God thweugh prayer’ (Manual ef the General
Assembly, Gtanding Rule H.1.a..(9)). Reflect en the imperntance of that wele te

the chunch and how yeuw weuld linve tval eul as o Mederatenov Co-Medenaton.

During the period between assemblies, my role as Co-
Moderator aligns with the mandate that God has placed on
my heart. When in conversation with God about the call on
my life, I was instructed to “preach the Word and do not
hurt the people.” My activity in ministry is to live this
mandate until I transition from this life.

Preaching the Word of God is important to the church. A
call as Co-Moderator will help me hear the church speaking
and inviting me to sit with the church much like the
response in Acts 8:31. Not only would I be expected to
preach and teach the salvation of Jesus Christ, but I would
be charged with making sure that the understanding of
God’s Word is paramount for living today. In preaching
and teaching, I will tell the story of the Jesus Christ, recall
the acts of God, and empower the move of the Holy Spirit.

Not hurting the people is important to the church. A call as
Co-Moderator will help me uphold the people in prayer
while also encouraging the church to be the hands and feet
of Christ to eliminate the very things that hurt people.
Micah 6:8 is the mandate for every Christian. We manage
to do two out of the three requirements, decently. Doing
justice is hard alone. In not hurting the people, I will
encourage and empower the fight for justice until we have a

just society.

Being called to serve as Co-Moderator is crucial to our
Christian witness as Presbyterians. 1f called to this office, 1
understand that during the assembly Co-Moderators are to
ensure equity as well as efficiency in the proceedings. It is
important that even as we discuss, amend, and vote, that all
our words and actions reflect the love, grace, justice, and
mercy of Jesus Christ and that the proceedings allow the full
diversity of our church to be expressed and celebrated.
Once our immediate work is done, we are sent by the
Commissioners as ambassadors to shate the good news of
our work together on behalf of Christ, to hold the church in
prayer, and to further the unity of the Spirit as we proclaim
the Gospel.

I will communicate the story of the 226 General Assembly,
our work, our worship, the ways we discerned the Spirit’s
will for us as a denomination, and the ways we built
relationships across the whole church. In accepting
invitations to preach, teach, and respond to questions I will
listen and learn from each community whete I am invited,
even as I receive invitations to preach and teach. I will share
the stories of vital congregational ministry and mission. 1
am also committed to the journey of aligning our church
with the vision of Matthew 25, so I will speak of the need
to connect congregational vitality with our work and witness

of dismantling structural racism and eradicating systemic

poverty.
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The pandemic threw the world, including the church, off balance. Restoring equilibrium has been, and
for many congregations remains, a challenge. Clearly there is not one right way that will work for every
congregation or worshipping community. However, since Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and
the life (John 14:6a),” “1 will not leave you orphaned (John 14:18a),” and “I am the vine and you are the
branches (John 15:5a),” then we can live into balance and not be burdened with the disruptive and divisive

residue of the pandemic.

We have learned how to use new technologies that enable us to be work together across distances and
broadcast our worship to reach those who are not or cannot be present in our sanctuaries. We have
learned how divided our society is, how much anger, isolation, loneliness, and even despair is in our
communities. We have learned that we must listen to the voices of people too often unheard and
underrepresented as we work for justice. We have learned how vital our congregations —witness, ministry,
and mission — are to our neighborhoods. On the other side of the pandemic, we have learned how much

we need Christ, the vine, and how much Christ needs us to be the branches to bear fruit.

Jesus has not left us orphaned. Jesus remains the way, the truth, and the life for us. Jesus, the true vine,
invites us to abide in Him and He promises to abide in us. It is a relationship of mutuality. We need to
draw nourishment, inspiration, and encouragement from Jesus, the true vine; just as Jesus needs us to be
the branches to bear the fruits of ministry, mission, and witness. In good times and in difficult times; in
seasons of change and stability - Christ needs us to be the branches of the true vine and bear fruit, so that

the world may know, see, and experience how God so loves the world.

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can be active participants who live into hope by balancing the

work to be branches that bear fruit. Let’s be encouraged to use the technology learned during the

pandemic, to communicate, to align with God’s Will, and to relish in building relationships.




Question &:

What s yowv elematen speech aboul

I’'m a Presbytetian because...

Parents and grandparents loved me, brought me
to church, taught, and nurtured me in the
faith.

Reformed theology guides me in making sense
of myself, my relationship to God and
othets, and the wotld that God so loves.

Energy, intelligence, imagination, and love are
my vows to God to build beloved
community across all kinds of divides.

Sin is taken seriously and confessed, but it is the
amazing grace of God in Christ that claims

my life and shapes my ministry and mission.

Biblical study and reflection are central and
guided by Rules of Faith and Love.

“You have spiritual gifts to share,” has been the
story of my life since others share their gifts
to help me identify, develop, and grow.

Tradition undergirds my theology, polity, and
worship — it roots and grounds us — so that

we can bear the new fruits of ministry.

Everyone is welcome at Christ’s table and
anyone who hears Christ’s call to serve the

church can have that call confirmed.

Rules order our life together, keeping us

connectional and holding us accountable.

Inquiring has always been affirmed, treated as
holy, a necessary part of faith formation and
spiritual growth, even when challenging

tradition.

“As you did it to the least of these, you did it to
me,” is a unifying call from Christ to serve
God through dismantling systemic racism,
ending generational poverty to promote

congregational vitality.

Nothing that I do or leave undone can separate

me from the love of God in Christ [esus.

.
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Be Presbyterian, like me because. ..

Prayer is essential to my life, and I have

learned to be a pray-er.

Resting in faith allows me to trust that God’s
got me through the waters and the fire
where I will not be overwhelmed or

consumed.

Everyone’s worship style has room and can
find space in the Presbyterian Church

(USA).

Saved, sanctified, and filled with the Holy
Ghost is a tenet of the church where I can

be a little Pentecostal, too.

Biblical knowledge is always sought, and
education is the one way to undergird the

ministries of the faith.

Youth, the replacements we are to train, are

not to be our duplicates.

Training is an offering to learn and an act of

growing into the very hope we desire.

Education is a sure way to ensure the
continuation of growth and cultivate a
space for expanding and expressing the
Good News.

Redeemed by God, through Jesus Christ, and
equipped to carry out the will of God for
God’s people in word, action, and deed.

Imagination and intelligence can only be
dispensed and absorbed through energy

and love.

Assurance is given every time I ask for

forgiveness, and I ask for that daily.

Nothing that I do or leave undone can
separate me from the love of God through
Jesus Christ




Question 6:
We live in o weld full of (e, dinidiew, and wacetlainty. What might the
Preabytenionn Chuwnehy (U.6.A%) M%mgwawwd&wmulgumm

cenumen ministuy of shaned witinessd el God's leve to all? Hew do we held

space whene dijfernent esponses te God's call cuad expressions of faitlv couv be
dhaed aud heand?

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is asked, “Who is my neighbor?”” and He responds by telling the parable
of the Good Samaritan. This story reveals that the world was dangerous, violent, and divided then as
it is now. Jesus tells a Jewish audience about a Samaritan, deemed as other, taking the risk of getting
involved and acting as an agent of mercy and healing while the religious figures of the day passed by

on the other side of the road.

It’s a parable whose power lies not in the charity offered to the injured man, but in the risk taken by
the Samaritan to claim as his neighbor someone who by the norms of his society and times was at

best a stranger, possibly even an enemy. Jesus says we are to, “go and do likewise.”

As a denomination and as congregations, we are sent by Jesus to love our neighbors with the Good
Samaritan as an example. When we encounter neighbors who are endangered and hurting, we must
stop our planned itinerary and love that neighbor even at great risk or cost. This aligns with God’s
vision for righteousness communities. We see this clearly when we see how Jesus’ ministry echoes
the parable repeatedly. Jesus stopped to attend to neighbors in need. The paralytic carried by his
friends, the woman who had hemorrhaged for twelve years, the man with the withered hand, the

Canaanite woman’s daughter are a few encounters recorded in Scripture.

In each instance when Jesus stopped to attend to a hurting neighbor, the healing was just the
beginning. Jesus communicates with them. The conversations reveal their immediate injury. The
conversations highlight the stigma, isolation, and systemic obstacles layered on top of the injury.
Through this dialogue with them, Jesus tends to their apparent injury while opening the door to

restored and renewed relationship with God, their neighbors, and the larger community.

Presbyterian congregations exist in thousands of neighborhoods. One of the ways we strengthen our
ministry and witness to God’s loves for all people is to grow our connection to our neighbors - all of
them, especially the Samaritans of our day. Where are the roadways and ditches where the hurting
need help? What does it look like for the church to bandage wounds, carry people to safety, and
provide for their ongoing needs? What new opportunities for dialogue and relationship might be
discovered when our plans are paused to tend to neighbors in need? Might we understand the need
for systemic change in different ways through such dialogue and ongoing relationships? We
intentionally create shared ministry and space where different responses to God’s call and expressions
of faith are heard through communicating, aligned with God’s Word through study, and built to

be lasting relationships through the connectional church.
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Question 8:

develepments in faiivul leadenship o the missienw of Clhvuist?

There is an African Proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go
together.” The suggestion I have for identifying and nurturing emerging developments in faithful
leadership for the mission of Christ, is to put out the clarion call for the those who want to do
ministry together. There are people of other religions and faith traditions who are willing to engage
in respectful dialogical relationships without compromising their own beliefs while honoring the
authentic witness of Presbyterians who are Bible based, Christ-centered, and Spirit led.

Developments in faithful leadership should be willing to take journeys with others in our C.A.R.

To go together, there must be communication. The clarion call of Christ to each of us is to love
the Lord our God with all our heart and to love our neighbors as ourselves. It is hard to love a
neighbor, without communicating with them in some shape, form, or fashion. Faithful leadership
for the mission of Christ is willing to be in conversation with the tough issues that plague our
society. Faithful leadership for the mission of Christ is willing to use our resources wisely, like
two ears for listening and one instrument to speak meaning that we should listen twice as much

as we talk. This action is vital for communication.

To go together, there must be alignment with the will of God. Even when Jesus struggled with
the call on His life to go to Calvary for the sins of the world, He expressed His discomfort before
yielding and saying, “Your will be done.” A will alignment with God is much like a wheel
alignment for a vehicle. There is the necessity to be still and know that God is God, while actively
listening to what God has called each of us to do. God is big enough to bring all of God’s children

into God’s will with hope for a future that many of us will not be around to witness.

To go together, there must be relationships built that can withstand challenges. The relationship
with God and each other is expressed in our confessions, the decalogue, and in the example of
Jesus Christ. Yet, we forget the relationships that must be forged and sustained that cross cultural,
ethnicity, gender, political, foreign, and faith boundaries. Jesus was a boundary breaker and taught
us to be the same by building relationships that were not considered status quo. When we break
boundaries, we walk beside those who are targeted with hate speech and acts of violence because

we have built relationships that last.
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March 4, 2024
Dear Becky, David, and Gavin,

On February 26™, we sent a letter to Rev. Bronwen Boswell, Stated Clerk of the PC(USA), declaring our intent
to stand as Co-Moderators of the 226" General Assembly. We were elected as Commissioners by the very
Presbyteries that you serve. The Holy Spirit has been at work through your voices and the voices of our
colleagues and mentors who have given us holy ‘nudges’ to offer ourselves for service by standing for this
office. These colleagues have also worked to introduce us to one another. In prayerful conversation,
consultation, and investigation we have discerned that together we are willing to stand. Our Sessions are on
board with our discernment together.

We are writing to seek the endorsement of our Presbyteries to stand as Co-Moderators. From the very beginning
of our discernment and journey we have each been clear that we are only interested in doing this together, as a
team. Therefore, we are also asking you to consider having our two presbyteries hold a joint called meeting by
ZOOM to act upon our request for endorsement. We think a joint meeting would signal our intent to fulfill from
the very beginning the role of Co-Moderators as set out in the Manual of the General Assembly, to be
“ambassadors of the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.”

Rev. Armstrong is a cradle Presbyterian who held membership at Calvary, New Life, Belle-Terrace
Presbyterian churches in Detroit, MI, Atlanta, GA, and Augusta, GA, respectively. She was educated at
Spelman College, the University of Southern Mississippi, and the Interdenominational Theological Center,
where she attended Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary. She was ordained as a Deacon, and then an Elder,
before she accepted the call on her life into ministry. Rev. Armstrong served Grady Memorial Hospital as a
chaplain and Beth Salem Presbyterian Church as supply pastor. As an ordained Minister of the Word and
Sacraments in 2011, Rev. Armstrong served as Solo Pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church in Lantana, FL and
now is the very proud Associate Pastor of St. James Presbyterian Church on James Island in Charleston, SC.

Rev. Larson began serving the church professionally as a Director of Youth Ministries in 2003. He was
ordained by the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia in 2009. Rev. Larson has served as Pastor of the Springs
Community Presbyterian Church in East Hampton, NY until 2015 and is currently Pastor of Trinity
Presbyterian Church of Surfside Beach, SC. Rev. Larson has been active in both Presbyteries where he has
served, and he is currently the Moderator of New Harmony Presbytery.

We look forward to working with each of you, the Shepherding Team of CAP, and the Guiding Council of NHP
as we continue this journey together. Our contact information can be found below. Please let us know how we
can help facilitate our request.

Peace,

Anthony (Tony) Larson, Pastor Rev. Cecelia (CeCe) Armstrong, Associate Pastor
Trinity Presbyterian Church of Surfside Beach St. James Presbyterian Church

843-833-3186 706-836-3719

revtonylarson@gmail.com ccarmstrong619@msn.com
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& RESOLUTION
OF
ENDORSEMENT

Assembled in unity of faith and purpose, the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery and the Presbytery
of New Harmony independently and jointly proclaim the following resolution:

WHEREAS Rev. Cecelia D. Armstrong and Rev. Anthony L. Larson individually and co-
operatively have heard God's call to serve the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) through the
positions of co-moderators of the 226" General Assembly; and

WHEREAS Rev. Armstrong is an inspiring preacher of God’s Word, an enthusiastic and vibrant
teacher, an experienced leader of congregations, and faithful servant of presbyteries and the
broader church; and

WHEREAS Rev. Larson is a dynamic preacher, a faithful pastor, and innovative, transformative
and visionary leader in his congregation and presbytery; and

WHEREAS through prayer, mutual discussion and encouragement of their congregations and
colleagues, Rev. Armstrong and Rev. Larson have committed themselves to a cooperative
effort to lead the General Assembly in the discernment of God’s will for our denomination and
the active implementation of Jesus Christ's great commission;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery and the Presbytery of New Harmony
joyfully, unreservedly and unanimously endorse the candidacy of Rev. Cecelia D. Armstrong
and Rev. Anthony L. Larson for the positions of co-moderators of the 226" General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

We certify that on the 17" day of April 2024, the presbyteries of Charleston Atlantic and New
Harmony, in properly called meetings, independently and collectively approved the foregoing
resolution.

=

C s D oo D Wand_

David S. Yandle J Gavin Meek
Stated Clerk, Ch@ Atlantic Presbytery = Stated Clerk, Presbytery of New Harmony
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about marian

ORIGINS:

Born in Knoxuville, Tennessee, one of five
children born to Scott McClure, a Presbyterian
minister who sang, and Margaret McClure, a
bookworm who played piano.

EDUCATION:

Earned a doctorate in political science at
Harvard, with more than a year of field work

in Haiti (1986) VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:
Devoured ministry training at Louisville Commission on World Mission and Evangelism
Presbyterian Seminary (1995) (World Council of Churches)

WORK EXPERIENCE: Committee on Hispanic and Latino Ministries of

Mid-Kentucky Presbytery

@ Gave grants for the Ford Foundation’s Mexico
office; improved services to rape victims in
Mexico City. (1985-1990)

@ Led the PCUSA’s Worldwide Ministries Division;
developed a consensus vision called “Gathering
for God’s Future,” increased support to
congregations in global mission, and launched a

major response to women who’d been abused at a
PCUSA-supported boarding school. (1997-2006)

@ Directed the Kentucky Council of Churches;
boosted collegial relations and public advocacy.
(2009-2015)

@ Pastored South Frankfort Presbyterian Church;
conveyed God’s love, strengthened anti-racism,
and fostered genuine welcome to LGBTQIA+
siblings. (2017-2023)

FUN & FAMILY:

I've been married 24 years to Stephen Taylor, a
psychiatrist (above). We live in Shelbyville KY, with
Mr. Kitty (above right).

Yes, John S. McClure, professor of homiletics, is my
brother! That's one of his granddaughters (above
left) and all the McClure siblings (left).

| love singing, tending bonsai trees, and learning
languages (Spanish is my best).

My current favorite movie is the Kung Fu Panda
series, touching and visually beautiful. 17




about danny

ORIGINS:

Born in sunny and steamy Miami Beach FL, | am
the youngest of 5, and first generation Cuban
immigrants. Both my parents, as well as my
extended family are from the countryside of
western Cuba, from a family of tobacco and
sugarcane farmers.

EDUCATION:

2010 - Bachelor of Arts - Florida International
University; Majored in Liberal Arts with a minor
in Religious Studies.

2012-2016 - Chaplain Candidate, U.S. Navy

2015 - Master of Divinity - McCormick
Theological Seminary

WORK EXPERIENCE:

©® My very first official job after graduating high school
was as a file clerk at a local credit union. As time
went on, | moved up to become a teller and a
member service representative. Eventually moving
on to work at various commercial banks in the Miami
area. In total, | worked in the banking/mortgage
finance industry for about 15 years.

©® Worked with Riviera Presbyterian Church to
establish a PCUSA Campus Ministry program at
University of Miami

® Served as Interim Pastor for Emerging
Congregations at Coral Gables Congregational
ucc

® Served DOOR Miami as its Interim City Director

Currently serving as -

0 Designated Pastor at New Covenant Presbyterian
Church

® Hospice chaplain for VITAS Healthcare

® Wedding Minister at Plymouth Congregational UCC

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE:
Board member for More Light Presbyterians
Board member for DOOR Miami
Committee on Ministry - Tropical Florida Presbytery
Member of the Strategy Team - NEXT Church
Current Moderator of Tropical Florida Presbytery
Executive Committee member -
General Assembly Committee on Ecumenical
and Interreligious Relations

FUN & FAMILY:

| was very blessed to have met my violinist, Ebert
Ceballo back in 2018. That makes our household a
musical one, as | play piano myself. Most recently,
we became cat dads to little Ms. Arya Stark.

In my down time, for fun and for self-care, | am a
big beach lover, something | share with Ebert
many times throughout the year. It’s the
Caribbean blood in my veins that draws me to the
beach. Another self-care practice of mine is
weightlifting. I've been lifting now for almost 15
years.

Some of my favorite movies, by far my all-time
favorite - The Sound of Music and Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory. 18
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REV. MARIAN MCCLURE TAYLOR

Knowing God’s love in Christ has made all the difference for me,
since | was a teenager. God’s “new thing” has made me
increasingly free.

It has been freeing the PCUSA as well, making us more open to
what’s next. I’'m grateful for the many signs of God’s blessings as
we reach our changing society with God’s Good News, learn from
all who identify as LGBTQIA+, eliminate poverty, dismantle
racism, and become more mutual in our mission relationships.

There is more to do as we watch for the way forward that God
will provide. When | lived in Mexico | learned the expression
“poder convocatorio.” It’s about how powerful it can be simply
to convene people, purposefully. We do that as Presbyterians,
and Danny and | would help do that as co-moderators.

| also feel called to be an encourager - one who helps us find our
courage - and a pastor in times of stress, loss, and concern.

Aware that I'll turn 70 this year and that I’'m the most “seasoned”
of the four who are standing this year, | also want to convey to
the younger generations of PCUSA leaders the blessing of my
generation, our partnership with you in looking forward, looking
back only for wisdom and not for nostalgia.

| love the PCUSA for being the church where | can experience
God and catch God’s vision in all these ways. If the way be clear, |
covenant with you to dedicate myself to serving God through
this role.




sense of call

A

REV. DANIEL MORALES

Ecclesiastes 9:10 starts off by saying “Whatever you are capable of
doing, do with all your might.”

My dad loved it so much that he had it memorized and every time |
came to him with a possible opportunity, he would start his answer
with that text.

So, it was only natural that when Marian tapped me for this
opportunity, the first thing that came to my mind was, que me diria
mi viejo si me pudiera hablar? What would pops tell me if he could
speak to me (dad has been gone now for nine years). The answer
was obvious — whatever you are capable of doing, do with all your
might!

My father knew my gifts and my abilities. He also knew and always
sensed what | was capable of accomplishing. In some of the last
conversations | had with pops before he passed, there was
something he said to me that | will never forget. He said -

“You know son, God’s not done with you yet. The work God started
in you when you were born, that work is still in progress. God has
surprises for you. Just make yourself available and the good Lord
will take you where you are needed.”

My sense of call comes from my desire to serve the church in a
broader capacity, praying that through my gifts, | can, to the best
of my abilities, be a prophetic witness of the gospel through the
incredible and amazing work our denomination is doing both
nationally and globally.

My sense of call also comes from a desire to pave the way for my
LGBTQ siblings. While much of the arduous work to ensure the full
inclusion of my LGBTQ siblings in the life and witness of the church
was done in prior decades, there still remains much for us to do, to
proclaim to the world that in our denomination, ALL are welcome
and have a place and a voice at the table.




question #1

THE THEME OF THE 226TH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY (2024) IS “LIVE INTO
HOPE,” FROM THE HYMN BY JANE
PARKER HUBER BASED UPON LUKE
4:16-20. HOW WILL YOU CALL THE
CHURCH TO “LIVE INTO HOPE”
DURING YOUR TWO-YEAR TERM?

MARIAN

As musicians, Danny and | love that this assembly’s
theme derives from a hymn. How many of us have
had the inspiration of scripture more deeply seeded
in us thanks to church music?! We want to celebrate
church musicians.

Helping the church to live into hope is a perfect job
description for all moderators! A starting point for
living into hope, for all of us, is to see our own deep
need for it. Hope is something we should offer to
others only in gratitude for having received it from
God.

To live into hope, with the help of God’s Spirit, we
will call the church to remember God’s promises.
That reminding can take the form of faithful actions,
and of course worshiping and studying together.

Hope in God is buoyed by passages such as the one
that Danny Morales and | have chosen as our
personal inspiration, Isaiah 43:18-19. This text
reminds us that God re-creates, liberates, guides,
and refreshes, and it seems especially timely, for
two reasons. Churches are looking for new ways to
receive and convey God’s love, to help people find
the rivers in their metaphorical deserts. And faithful
Christians are increasingly looking at how our planet
itself is part of how God’s will is to be “done on
earth asitis in heaven.”

Do not remember the former things, or

consider the things of old. I am about to
do a new thing; now it springs forth, do
you not perceive it? 1 will make a way in

the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

DANNY

In Spanish we have a saying that says, “la esperanza
es lo ultimo que se pierde”, which can be translated
to read as hope is the last thing we can lose.

For the past few years now, we’ve been surrounded
by negative news, and it seems that as the days go
by, the news becomes even more detrimental.
Some of that has even creeped into the church.
There’s a whole lot of talk about the decline in the
church, the irrelevance of the church, the struggles
of the church. And while some of these are
legitimate concerns, as people of faith, as children
of God we must never forget our calling, which
Jesus laid out clearly in this text of Luke.

The essence of the gospel is rooted in hope. Jesus’
message reading from the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah speaks to that hope - hope for healing, hope
for restoration, hope for transformation, hope for
liberation. As the church, that is the message we
must carry out into this ever so broken world.

As your Co-Moderator, as a preacher of the gospel,
the message | want to share with the church
universal, not just with the Presbyterian Church
USA is that we have been charged with being
messengers of this transformative gospel, a
liberating gospel, a gospel that heals, a gospel
message that restores. This is the message | want to
deliver to our congregations throughout the
denomination, and our partners around the globe.
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THE STANDING RULES STATE THAT
“DURING THE PERIOD BETWEEN
ASSEMBLIES, THE MODERATOR [OR
MODERATORS] SERVES AS AN
AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITY OF THE
SPIRIT IN THE BONDS OF PEACE,
TELLING THE STORY OF THE
CHURCH’S LIFE AND UPHOLDING THE
PEOPLE OF GOD THROUGH PRAYER”
(MANUAL OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, STANDING RULE H.1.A.
(5)). REFLECT ON THE IMPORTANCE
OF THAT ROLE TO THE CHURCH AND
HOW YOU WOULD LIVE THAT OUT AS
A MODERATOR OR CO-MODERATOR?

These roles of ambassador, story-teller, and pastor
are at the heart of why | feel called to this work, and
| have freed up my time for them.

Ambassador. Being an ambassador for Christ is
connected to working for reconciliation (2 Cor.
5:20). We need the ambassadorial tools of
reconciliation when, in our deliberations, we
disagree strongly about the path forward for the
PCUSA. | have accompanied previous moderators
when they used tools such as listening, truth-telling,
and prayer in times of disagreement, and it’s
powerful.

Storyteller. We need stories of God inspiring both
timeless and new things through the Church, so we
can learn and be encouraged. Co-moderators’
sermons, speeches, and press releases are great
vehicles for sharing these stories.

Pastor. We need a pastoral presence when big
changes bring both loss and gain. Having lived
through church restructuring and budget pressures
myself, | truly want to be a pastoral presence for
the denomination at all levels.

DANNY

Psalms 9 begins with the following words
- I will give thanks to the Lord with my
whole heart; | will tell of all your wonderful deeds.

[ think one of the greatest gifts about serving as
your Co-Moderator is precisely that - to tell the
world of the marvelous things God has done. To
hear it from you, both our congregations across the
country, and our global partners as well, and most
importantly uplift those stories.

| believe God is both on the move, and continuously
working through all of us, the larger body of this
denomination. Creating change, transforming
hearts, minds and souls. Yet oftentimes, those
stories go untold and unheard.

As Co-Moderators, not only we are called to listen
to the goodness of what God has done, but also to
the struggles and challenges some of our
congregations are facing, and to do so with a spirit
of prayerful intention.

Additionally, serving as Co-Moderators is not
limited to our engagement with congregations. Our
role is unique, especially given this moment in our
denomination’s history as the Unification
Commission continues its work with OGA and PMA.
We have the opportunity to walk with both agencies
through this period of transition and angst, with
careful thought and reverence for what has been,
that is to say, telling the story of God’s goodness
through work that has been accomplished, as we
move forward with assurance and hope of the
continued work God has charged upon us.
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question #3

SINCE THE PANDEMIC, NO SINGLE
PATH HAS EMERGED FOR
CONGREGATIONS TO FIND A NEW
EQUILIBRIUM. WHAT WORDS OF
ENCOURAGEMENT AND WHAT
INSIGHTS WOULD YOU SHARE WITH
CHURCH LEADERS AND MEMBERS
DURING THIS TIME?

MARIAN

The suffering occasioned by the pandemic is
unforgettable. We are wounded. It’s affecting not
just participation in congregations, but many other
aspects of church life.

At the same time, it was a bit like one of those
medical tests that inject a dye so that structural
problems can be seen. The pandemic made
societies’ structural problems more obvious,
showing how much more vulnerable some people
are than others, and to the nation’s shame race was
one of those factors.

One possibly redemptive outcome can be an
increase in the ability of people of faith to think
about and ache for whoever is not engaged, for
anyone who is suffering, and for the systems that
perpetuate suffering. Can we therefore see these
experiences as having made us more determined
not to rest until we can meet people where they are
and no one is shorted? This ability, this ache, comes
from God’s heart and so it is a gift. If this gift gives
us a new feeling of being sent forth, of proactive
caring, of trying creative approaches to
communication and action, then something
redemptive is emerging from the pain.

DANNY

Marian and | have felt closely drawn to the words of
Isaiah 43:18-19, a theme we wish to carry
throughout our tenure as Co-Moderators -

“Don’t remember the former things, instead, look, |
am doing something new.”

As people of faith, we often forget that God’s work,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and through
us the body of Christ, is on-going.

It also means we may not have all the answers right
away or that the way forward may look uncertain,
and yet as Dr. King once said, faith is taking the first
step without seeing the whole staircase.

As the church, we often forget that ours is a God of
abundant resources, not a God of scarcity. We also
have a tendency of forgetting that ours is a God
that makes a way out of no way. When the Israelites
stood at the shoreline of the Red Sea, they truly
thought Moses had taken them out there to die
mercilessly at the hands of Pharaoh's army. But
then God’s grace made a way where they thought
there was none.

Marian and | would like to work with congregations
throughout the country to help them find those
opportunities, in order that they might become the
thriving and vibrant congregations God has called
them to be.
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question #4

WHAT IS YOUR ELEVATOR SPEECH
ABOUT WHAT IT MEANS TO BE
PRESBYTERIAN?

MARIAN

You’ve heard of the “ghost-busters.” Well, we
Presbyterians are what | call idolatry-busters. We
measure all claims against the claim of God’s
sovereignty. In today’s way of speaking, we “center
God. When God is at the center of our cosmos, we
are not. This humility is asked of us throughout
scripture.

This idolatry-busting gift we bring to the whole
Church is a matter of life and death for human
societies and for our planet Earth. That’s because
the humility to put God first instead of ourselves
helps us to counter nationalism, climate
catastrophes, and other erring ways of humankind.

)

DANNY

My elevator speech of what it means to be a
Presbyterian is directly tied to the concept of
Reformed and always reforming. Here’s how |
interpret that:

As Presbyterians, reformed and always reforming
means we don’t just take matters of the spirit as
they are or at face value, instead, we come together
as the body of Christ through prayer and intention
and we wrestle with what it means to be a faithful
witness of the gospel for such a time as this.

As Presbyterians, we engage one another, through
fellowship and prayer, and of course through some
delicious pot-lucks too, but most importantly we
listen to one another with intentionality.

In doing so, we are faithful witnesses to scripture,
and deeply committed to working towards the
bonds of unity while seeking a deeper
understanding of where and how God is calling us to
be the church.

I’m reminded of Paul’s words when he wrote - Do
not be conformed to the patterns of this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds so
that you can figure out what God’s will is.

To be Presbyterian, to be reformed and always
reforming, means that we always listen for what
God has to say to us through scripture, and by
engaging with the larger body of the people of God.
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question #5

WE LIVE IN A WORLD FULL OF FEAR,
DIVISION, AND UNCERTAINTY. WHAT
MIGHT THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
(U.S.A.) AND ITS CONGREGATIONS DO
TO STRENGTHEN OUR COMMON
MINISTRY OF SHARED WITNESS OF
GOD’S LOVE TO ALL? HOW DO WE
HOLD SPACE WHERE DIFFERENT
RESPONSES TO GOD’S CALL AND
EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH CAN BE
SHARED AND HEARD?

MARIAN

CONNECTING OUR EXTENDED FAMILY

The PCUSA is good at supporting a variety of
ministries and expressions. We “validate ministries”
for many teaching elders, and we commission many
members of congregations. Many hundreds of our
teaching elders have found our callings in local and
global mission partnerships; in chaplaincy in the
military, hospitals, hospice, and universities; in
community organizing and nonprofit charities; in
ecumenism, and more. Many more of our members
have also been serving on boards or on staff of
organizations and businesses that touch and
experience our larger society and world in countless
ways.

This can be a great strength for us as we learn new
ways to relate to the culture and new forms of
ministry. Just imagine how pastors and sessions
could benefit from connecting with these
Presbyterians serving beyond our walls, and vice
versal Mid-Kentucky used to convene lunches for
Teaching Elders who were employed but not serving
congregations, and it was fruitful. When we connect
better, we strengthen our common ministry of
shared witness and hold a greater variety of spaces
for responding to God.

NOT JUST SHARED BUT HEARD

Communications among Presbyterians and between
us and the wider world have gotten better in recent
years as we learn to adopt new ways like podcasts,
webinars, and live streaming. There is a steady flow
of award-winning articles coming from Louisville
and from independent sources who love the
Church.

However, we continue to hear people say “the
church is silent about x-y-z.” Do we truly
understand why that is the case? It’s not because
we’re actually silent but because we need a greater
investment in how our expressions of faith can get a
hearing. We are finding our voices, but we haven’t
found our bullhorns! Could it be that we need to
consult with more experts about how to be heard?
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question #6

WHAT SUGGESTIONS DO YOU HAVE
FOR IDENTIFYING AND NURTURING
EMERGING DEVELOPMENTS IN
FAITHFUL LEADERSHIP FOR THE
MISSION OF CHRIST?

DANNY

| heard a motivational speaker say recently “You
have greatness within you.” Those words pierced
my heart. They are also at the core of who we are
individually as people of faith. Even God is able to
attest to our greatness within.

The creation story in Genesis 1 concludes by stating
that God created humanity in God’s image. That
means each of us carries within us that divine spark
that derives from none other than our very own
creator, in whose image and likeness we have been
created.

Bearing that in mind, our congregations, big and
small, are ripe with gifted leadership, enough to
propel the mission and ministry of Christ, and the
initiatives of our denomination out into the world.
In every congregation, in every pew, there is a soul
full of gifts, talents and ideas waiting to be engaged.
Pastors, elders and deacons, and even Marian and |,
serving as co-moderators, have arole to play not
only in identifying these gifted and talented leaders,
but also in helping them see the gifts they are to the
church.

Our congregations have the capability of being
leadership development hubs for communities
across the country. Imagine for a moment, if across
the denomination, throughout all our
congregations, imagine if we partnered with
community agencies and nonprofits to provide
leadership development and training not just for
members of our own congregation, but even
members of the communities we have been called
to serve?

Not only would we be developing and fostering the
future leaders of our churches, but also the future
leaders of our communities.

However, our work must not start and stop with
merely developing these leaders, we must also
engage them in the larger work we do. We must also
create space for their gifts and talents to be in full
display, in doing so, not only are we developing our
leaders but we are also allowing them the
opportunity to put their gifts to work in the fullness
of the church.

An opportunity of this nature would not only
encourage leadership growth from within the
church, but additionally, it would help the church
connect with the community reaping benefits for
many generations to come for both the church and
the respective community.
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January 17,2024

Dear friends in Christ,

As the general presbyter of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery, | am honored to endorse
the Rev. Dr. Marian McClure Taylor, Mid-Kentucky Presbytery’s Teaching Elder
Commissioner to the 226th General Assembly (2024), to stand as its moderator.

I am confident that Marian, if chosen by the voice of the Assembly, will bring to
bear all of who she is in her leadership, and | am convinced that at the end of her
term of service, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) will have experienced the
leadership blessings of one who speaks often to God and through whom the divine
glory will certainly shine.

When | reflect on Marian’s gifts as a leader, | can’t help but recall one of my
favorite leadership stories from the Bible, the example of Moses. Exodus 34
reminds that each time Moses spoke to God and then came to lead the people, the
people saw what Moses did not. Moses glowed. This is the kind of leadership of
God’s children that | have witnessed in Marian. During Marian’s varied service in
and through Mid-Kentucky Presbytery over the years, | have experienced Marian
speaking regularly with God about how God might use her and her leadership to
build up the Church of Jesus Christ, and then the holiness and purpose of that
divine conversation shine through her as she goes about her ministry.

Whether Marian’s service is to the national and international expressions of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as the former director of the Worldwide Ministries
Division of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, or to the regional expression of
church as the current commissioner to the Synod of Living Waters, or to the
Commonwealth and the ecumenical movement as a past-executive director of the
Kentucky Council of Churches, or locally to the people of South Frankfort (KY)
Presbyterian Church as their pastor who retired in September 2023, or in various
past and present committees and commissions of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery
including the Latino/a Ministries committee, Marian’s faithfulness, her prayer-
bathed leadership, her deep scholarship, her commitment to building a more
faithful and just world in the name of Jesus show forth. She glows, and she rarely,
if ever, realizes it.

Blessings,

%zﬂw

Rev. Dr. John Odom, General Presbyter, Mid-Kentucky Presbytery

I certify that Marian McClure Taylor was duly elected a commissioner on May 20,
2023, and was unanimously endorsed by the presbytery on September 18, 2023.
The Rev. Jerry Van Marter, Stated Clerk
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church
4300 N.W. 12t Avenue

MIAMI, FLORIDA 33127
(305) 633-1854

April 28, 2024

Dear Delegates of the 226™ General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A):

It is our honor as the Session of New Covenant Presbyterian Church to endorse candidates Rev.
Dr. Marian McClure Taylor and Rev. Danny Morales to serve as Co-Moderators of the 226" General
Assembly. Rev. Morales has served as a supply pastor for our Church for the past six years, but
thankfully, he has filled this role with all of the vigor and enthusiasm of a full-time minister.
Although our small Church has faced its fair share of challenges in recent years, Rev. Morales, as
our Moderator, has worked diligently and innovatively to guide us in better securing our finances,
so that our Church’s ministry can thrive. He is the absolute most hopeful, positive and faith-filled
minister you will ever meet. In the face of the most difficult circumstances, he is fond of telling
us that God will make a way, and God has truly answered prayers in abundant ways we never
imagined before Rev. Morales urged us to step out on faith. Rev. Morales listens carefully, he is a
people-person, and has such a warm and joyous spirit. He is firm, yet compassionate. He is
learned, yet relatable. In sum, we love and appreciate him and wholeheartedly support him on
this journey. We have also met and are impressed by the Rev. Dr. Marian McClure Taylor who
recently visited our Church. Their team is exemplary.

We encourage you to prayerfully undertake your task of selecting the leaders of our General
Assembly and submit to you that Rev. Dr. McClure Taylor and Rev. Morales possess the qualities
to lead the General Assembly in ways that honor its traditions and precepts, while being inclusive
and creative. May God bless you as you undertake your duties.

TN

Cynthia Johnson-Stacks
Clerk of Session
New Covenant Presbyterian Church

New Covenant

Presbyterian Church
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BRANT TOGETHER

FRESBYTERY OF TROPICAL FLORIDA

May 11, 2024

The Rev. Bronwen Boswell

Acting Stated Clerk of the General Assembly
The Presbyterian Church {USA)

100 Witherspoon Street

Louisville, KY 40202

Dear Rev. Boswell,
Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!

It is our sincere joy to have this opportunity to share with you the news of the Presbytery of

Tropical Florida’s endorsement of Daniel Morales 1o stand for co-moderator of the 226™
General Assembly,

Danny Morales is currently serving as the moderator of the Presbytery. In this role we have
seen him lead us with compassion, passion, and fairness. He has maintained and helped
order to flourish in making sure that everyone has an opportunity to be heard. He leads with
joy and his contagious exuberance for serving Christ becomes evident in the way he draws
people together.

During Danny’s tenure of leadership here in Tropical Florida, we have lived fully into the plan
for Vibrant Christ Centered Congregations and have recently launched a new endeavor to
incubate the future Church — The Vibrant Together Development Corporation. Danny
contributed to the vision of bringing that work to fruition where we are committed to
expanding ministry through innovation.

Tropical Florida is a presbytery with incredibly diverse congregations and communities.
Danny is able to traverse every ethiic, racial, cultural, and socioeconomic boundary. Through
language, technology, and willingness to be present, we have come to know deeply that
Danny is a Teaching Elder who will welcome all and be welcomed by all. | have watched him
lead a historic minority congregation with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love. His
passion for people is evident.

REV. DR. DARIS BULTENA A e

General Presbyter and Stated Clerk E' ':

405 Southeast 15 Avenue | Fort Lauderdale, FL 23301 5 m 3
954-785-2220 | dbuitena@vibrantpreshytery.org | www.vibrantpreshytery.org 6"%:"‘;.’“#?.“'0
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Hospitality, generosity, and deep love for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and our witness
for Christ are the qualities that Rev. Daniel Morales will bring to the office of co-moderator
for the 226" General Assembly.

It is with joy that | share the news of our endorsement of him to stand for co-moderator. |
am thrilled to commend him to stand with Marian McClure Taylor for co-moderator of the
226 General Assembly.

Blessings,

B

Rev. Dr. Daris Bultena
General Presbytery and Stated Clerk
The Presbytery of Tropical Florida

ot o S S (1)

REV. DR. DARIS BULTENA 4‘-"0‘“%'«;

General Presbyter and Stated Clerk ;‘3’ i

405 Southeast 15t Avenue | Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 £y 6“Ib _,_:,5
b Ve Y6

954-785-2220 | dbultena@vibrantpresbytery.org | www.vibrantpresbytery.org R
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Questions for candidates
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Sense of Call
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Questions and Responses
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20 de mayo de 2020
Estimado/a Comisionado/a o Delegado/a Asesor/a:

Como se describe en el Manual de la Asamblea General, una de las responsabilidades del secretario
permanente es proveer a las personas comisionadas y a las personas delegadas asesoras un paquete
electronico de informacidn sobre cada persona candidata que se postule para el oficio del/la
Moderador/a. Para esta asamblea, tenemos dos conjuntos de candidatas a Co-Moderadoras.

Este folleto contiene la siguiente informacidn para todas las personas candidatas que se postulen para
Co-Moderadoras de la 225a Asamblea General (2022): fotografias, biografia, una declaracion personal
sobre el sentido del llamado de la persona candidata a la oficina, una presentacion escrita del presbiterio
que tiene jurisdiccion sobre la persona candidata (si ese concilio la ha respaldado) y las respuestas de la
persona candidata a un cuestionario desarrollado por el secretario permanente. El "Sentido de la
llamada" y las preguntas y respuestas que los candidatos han elegido se han traducido al coreano y al
espafiol y pueden encontrarse al final del documento.

Las personas candidatas han elegido el disefio de su material dentro de las limitaciones de espacio
provisto.

Ademas de conocer a las candidatas a través de sus folletos, The Presbyterian Outlook sera anfitrion de
"An Evening with the Outlook: Meet the candidates standing for moderator" el jueves, 9 de junio, a las
7:00 pm ET. Para obtener mas informacién sobre este acto gratuito, inscribirse y recibir el enlace Zoom,
haga clic aqui.

El folleto también estara disponible en myga.pc-biz.org.

La eleccion de las Co-Moderadoras tendré lugar durante la sesion plenaria de la Asamblea General el
sabado 18 de junio del 2022 por la noche. El proceso que se utilizara se puede encontrar en la Regla
Permanente H.1.c.(4). Que las bendiciones de Dios estén con usted mientras continia orando y
preparandose para la Asamblea General.

En la fe que compartimos,

Y

Bronwen W. Boswell
Secretario permanente interino
Oficina de la Asamblea General
Iglesia Presbiteriana (EE. UU.)
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Preguntas para candidatos(as) para
Informe a la 226* Asamblea General (2024)
Iglesia Presbiteriana (EE. UU.)

Escriba no mas de 500 palabras para cada respuesta, responda las preguntas
del 1 al 4 (obligatorio) y dos preguntas adicionales.

1.

4.

El tema de la 2262 Asamblea General (2024) es "Vivir en la esperanza", del
himno de Jane Parker Huber basado en Lucas 4:16-20. :Cémo llamara a la
iglesia a "Vivir en la esperanza" durante su mandato de dos afios?

Las Reglas Permanentes establecen que "durante el periodo entre asambleas, la
persona moderadora [o moderadores] actia como embajadora de la unidad del
Espiritu en los vinculos de la paz, contando la historia de la vida de la iglesia y
sosteniendo al pueblo de Dios mediante la oracién" (Manual de la Asamblea
General, Regla Permanente H.1.a.(5). Reflexiona sobre la importancia de esa
tuncion para la iglesia y como la vivirfas como persona moderadora o co-
moderadora.

Desde la pandemia, no ha surgido un camino dnico para que las

congregaciones encuentren un nuevo equilibrio. sQué palabras de aliento y
qué ideas compartiria con lideres y personas miembro de la iglesia durante este
tiempo?

¢Cudl es su breve discurso sobre lo que significa ser una persona presbiteriana?

Elija dos de las siguientes preguntas para responder:

5.

¢Como puede la comunidad eclesial reconocer y celebrar la diversidad en
todas sus ricas formas sin dejar de luchar por la unidad en Jesucristo?

Vivimos en un mundo lleno de miedo e incertidumbre. ;Qué podria hacer la
Iglesia Presbiteriana (EE. UU.) y sus congregaciones para fortalecer nuestro
ministerio de mostrar el amor de Dios a todas las personas? ¢Cémo creamos
un espacio en el que se puedan compartir y escuchar las diferentes respuestas a
la lamada de Dios y las expresiones de fe?

En nuestras interacciones como pueblo presbiteriano con personas de otras
religiones y tradiciones religiosas, buscamos relaciones de dialogo respetuoso y
un testimonio auténtico. ;Cémo ayudan el dialogo y el testimonio al pueblo
presbiteriano a apoyar a los de otras tradiciones religiosas que son blanco de
discursos de odio y actos de violencia?

¢Qué sugerencias tiene para identificar y nutrir los desarrollos emergentes en el
liderazgo fiel para la mision de Cristo?
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SENTIDO DE LA LLAMADA
Rev. Cecelia D. Armstrong

A través de otros, me enteré de mi llamado al servicio de las afirmaciones en Calvary PCUSA
en Detroit, sin embargo, no tenia intenciones de servir nunca en la capacidad de un pastor. Fue
el Rev. Dr. James H. Costen quien se dirigié a nuestros jovenes que visitaban el CCl y les dijo:
"Uno de vosotros volvera a este mismo lugar" Dios me eligié. Yo seria el elegido.

Rev. Anthony L. Larson

La historia de mi vida y de mi fe es una historia en la que Dios me llama a través de las voces
de los demas. En cada capitulo de la historia de mi vida ha habido personas que percibieron un
lugar en el que mis dones y las necesidades de la comunidad coincidian, y dieron nombre a mis
dones y me desafiaron a desarrollarlos y utilizarlos como discipulo de Jesucristo.

CeCe y Tony

En febrero, el Reverendo Gavin Meek, que sirve como Presbitero Ejecutivo del Presbiterio de
New Harmony, llamé a Tony para repasar la agenda de la préxima reunién del presbiterio en la
que seria instalado como Moderador. Después de discutir el orden del dia y el desarrollo de la
reunién, dijo que habia una cosa mas que queria discutir. Dijo: "Creo que deberias presentarte
a co-moderador de la Asamblea General" Tardé un minuto en registrarse, y entonces Gavin
explico: "Tienes suficiente experiencia en el ministerio, tienes habilidades politicas, has servido al
presbiterio, tienes corazén de pastor, y tienes vision y energia que servirian bien a la iglesia"

Tony explicod que tendria que rezar y hablar con su mujer, Heather, sobre esta aventura, pero
que lo consideraria. Se sentd en su escritorio durante unos minutos. Pidi6 claridad. Llamoé a
Heather, que inmediatamente le dijo: "Desde que conoci al moderador Bruce Reyes-Chow en
Montreat, pensé que esto era algo que debias hacer. A por ello" Volvié a llamar a Gavin y le dijo:
"He aprendido a confiar en la voz de Dios cuando llega a través de las voces de aquellos en
quienes confio y a quienes quiero. Estoy dispuesto a resistir" Gavin dijo: "jGenial! Y la Rev. Dra.
Ella Busby tiene en mente a alguien que creemos que podria estar con ustedes. Se llama Rev.
CeCe Armstrong y es una pastora dinamica en Charleston"

CeCe recibié una llamada telefénica de la reverenda Dra. Ella Busby. Tras una serie de preguntas
sobre la posibilidad de ser comisario, se le hizo la invitacién y CeCe recibio instrucciones de rezar.
Una semana mas tarde, después de mucha oracién, CeCe aceptd ser Co-Moderadora con el

a . . . s
Rev. Tony Larson para 1a226* Asamblea General. CeCe escucho a través de la oracion que
Dios les llamaba a servir juntos a toda la iglesia.

Ni CeCe ni Tony se plantearian seguir adelante con esta ingente tarea sin el apoyo y el
respaldo de sus Sesiones y congregaciones. Tanto St. James PC(USA) como Trinity PC(USA)
de Surfside Beach apoyaron sus esfuerzos por recorrer este camino y permanecer unidos.

55



PREGUNTAS Y RESPUESTAS

Pregunta 1:

El tema de l1a““® Asamblea General (2024) es "Vivir en la esperanza”, del himno de Jane
Parker Huber basado en Lucas 4:16-20. ; Como llamara a la iglesia a "Vivir en la
esperanza" durante su mandato de dos anos?

226

CeCe y Tony

Una vez que reconozcamos que Vivir en la esperanza es una forma activa de responder a la
gracia y la misericordia de Dios, podremos hacer lo necesario para avanzar por caminos que antes
no habiamos recorrido en nuestras diversas trayectorias. Reconocer que Efesios 5:15-20 llama a la
iglesia a Lucas 4:16- 20, requiere que respondamos a una pregunta importante: ; Como VIVEIa
iglesia?

L - LOVE... amarnos a nosotros mismos, amar a nuestro projimo, amar aquello para lo que hemos
sido llamados, amar. Hay muchas formas de amar. Podemos amar a Dios con todo nuestro
corazén, con toda nuestra mente y con toda nuestra alma, y podemos amar a nuestro projimo
como a nosotros mismos. No podemos superar el odio hasta que amamos. No podemos marchar
por la justicia si no tenemos hambre de amor. Amémonos mas los unos a los otros.

I - INVOLUCRARSE... involucrarse en las actividades de la iglesia, involucrarse en lo que Dios
nos llama a hacer. Lo que nos motiva nos acercara a Dios. Las Escrituras nos dicen que
deberiamos silbar mientras trabajamos. La Escritura dice que cantemos salmos e himnos y
canticos espirituales entre nosotros. En otras palabras, tenemos que actuar como el Cuerpo de
Cristo y trabajar juntos para hacer las cosas.

V - VICTORIA... victoria es celebrar lo que ya ha sucedido en nuestras vidas. Hay victoria en
Jesus. La victoria es celebrar todo lo que ya hemos hecho por la gracia de Dios. Nuestra iglesia
necesita celebrar las victorias, aceptar los retos y dedicar tiempo a descubrir como lamentarse,
recuperarse y avanzar hacia la victoria. Celebremos cada victoria sin dejar de reconocer que
aun no hemos terminado.

E - ANIMAR... animar a los que vienen detras de nosotros. Si no animamos a los que nos
siguen, entonces fracasamos como lideres para continuar en el trabajo que se nos ha
encomendado. Fue el amor, la gracia y la misericordia de Dios y Dios uso a los que estaban
mas cerca de nosotros para fortalecernos y animarnos a ser mejores de lo que fuimos el dia
anterior y ser una bendicién ya que fuimos bendecidos.

Asi es como L.L.V.E.
Cuando VIVIMOS en la ESPERANZA, entonces tenemos una razon para gritar
"Aleluya", apropésito, jtodoslos dias!

18 El Espiritu del Sefior esta sobre mi,

porque me ha consagrado

para llevar la buena noticia a los pobres;

Me ha enviado a anunciar libertad a los presos
y dar vista a los ciegos;

a poner en libertad a los oprimidos;

a anunciar el afio favorable del Sefor.

Lucas 4:16 - 20
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Preguntas 2:

Las Reglas Permanentes establecen que “Durante el periodo entre asambleas, el
Moderador(a) [o Moderadores(as)] sirve como embajador(a) de la unidad del Espiritu en
los lazos de paz, contando la historia de la vida de la iglesia y defendiendo a la gente de
Dios a través de la oracion" (Manual de la Asamblea General, Regla Permanente H.1.a.(5).
Reflexione sobre la importancia de ese papel para la iglesia y como usted lo viviria como
Moderador(a) o Co-Moderador(a).

CeCe

Durante el periodo entre asambleas, mi papel como Co-Moderador se alinea con el mandato
que Dios ha puesto en mi corazén. Cuando conversaba con Dios sobre la llamada en mi vida,
se me ordeno "predicar la Palabra y no hacer dafio a la gente" Mi actividad en el ministerio
consiste en vivir esta mandato hasta que haga la transicion de esta vida.

Predicar la Palabra de Dios es importante para la Iglesia. Un llamamiento como Co-moderador
me ayudara a escuchar a la iglesia hablar e invitarme a sentarme con la iglesia de forma muy
parecida a la respuesta de Hechos 8:31. No s6lo se esperaria que predicara y ensefara la
salvacion de Jesucristo, sino que se me encargaria que la comprension de la Palabra de Dios
fuera primordial para vivir hoy. En la predicacion y la ensefianza, contaré la historia de
Jesucristo, recordaré los hechos de Dios y potenciaré el mover del Espiritu Santo.

No hacer dafio a la gente es importante para la Iglesia. Un llamamiento como Co-moderador
me ayudara a sostener a la gente en la oracion y al mismo tiempo animar a la iglesia a ser las
manos y los pies de Cristo para eliminar las mismas cosas que hacen dafo a la gente. Miqueas
6:8 es el mandato para todo cristiano. Conseguimos cumplir dos de los tres requisitos,
decentemente. Hacer justicia es dificil solo. Al no perjudicar al pueblo, alentaré y potenciaré la
lucha por la justicia hasta que tengamos una sociedad justa.

Tony

Ser llamado a servir como Co-Moderador es crucial para nuestro testimonio cristiano como
Presbiterianos. En caso de ser llamado a este cargo, entiendo que durante la asamblea los Co-
moderadores deben asegurar la equidad asi como la eficiencia en los procedimientos. Es
importante que, incluso cuando discutamos, enmendemos y votemos, todas nuestras palabras
y acciones reflejen el amor, la gracia, la justicia y la misericordia de Jesucristo, y que los
procedimientos permitan expresar y celebrar toda la diversidad de nuestra iglesia.

Una vez realizado nuestro trabajo inmediato, somos enviados por los Comisarios como
embajadores para compartir la buena nueva de nuestro trabajo conjunto en nombre de Cristo,
para mantener a la iglesia en oracion y para fomentar la unidad del Espiritu al proclamar el
Evangelio.

Comunicaré la historia de la 226 Asamblea General, nuestro trabajo, nuestro culto, las formas
en que discernimos la voluntad del Espiritu para nosotros como denominacion, y las formas en
gue construimos relaciones en toda la iglesia. Al aceptar invitaciones para predicar, ensefiar y
responder a preguntas, escuchare y aprenderé de cada comunidad a la que sea invitado,
incluso cuando reciba invitaciones para predicar y ensefar. Compartiré las historias del
ministerio y la mision vitales de las congregaciones. También estoy comprometido con el viaje
de alinear nuestra iglesia con la visién de Mateo 25, por lo que hablaré de la necesidad de
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conectar la vitalidad de la congregacion con nuestro trabajo y testimonio de desmantelamiento
del racismo estructural y erradicacion de la pobreza sistémica.

Pregunta 3:

Desde la pandemia, no ha surgido un camino unico para que las congregaciones
encuentren un nuevo equilibrio. ; Qué palabras de aliento y qué ideas compartirias con
los lideres y miembros de la iglesia durante este tiempo?

CeCe y Tony

La pandemia desequilibré al mundo, incluida la Iglesia. Restaurar el equilibrio ha sido, y sigue
siendo, un reto para muchas congregaciones. Esta claro que no existe una unica forma
correcta que funcione para todas las congregaciones o comunidades de culto. Sin embargo,
puesto que Jesus dice: "Yo soy el camino y la verdad y la vida (Juan 14:6a)", "No os dejaré
huérfanos (Juan 14:18a)"y "Yo soy la vid y vosotros los sarmientos (Juan 15:5a)", entonces
podemos vivir en equilibrio y no cargar con los residuos perturbadores y divisivos de la pandemia.

Hemos aprendido a utilizar las nuevas tecnologias que nos permiten trabajar juntos a distancia
y retransmitir nuestro culto para llegar a quienes no estan o no pueden estar presentes en
nuestros santuarios. Hemos aprendido lo dividida que esta nuestra sociedad, cuanta rabia,
aislamiento, soledad e incluso desesperacion hay en nuestras comunidades. Hemos aprendido
gue debemos escuchar las voces de las personas que con demasiada frecuencia no son
escuchadas y estan infrarrepresentadas cuando trabajamos por la justicia. Hemos aprendido lo
vitales que son nuestras congregaciones -testimonio, ministerio y mision- para nuestros barrios. Al
otro lado de la pandemia, hemos aprendido lo mucho que necesitamos a Cristo, la vid, y lo mucho
que Cristo necesita que seamos los sarmientos para dar fruto.

Jesus no nos ha dejado huérfanos. Jesus sigue siendo para nosotros el camino, la verdad y la
vida. Jesus, la vid verdadera, nos invita a permanecer en El y El promete permanecer en
nosotros. Es una relacion de reciprocidad. Necesitamos nutrirnos, inspirarnos y animarnos de
Jesus, la verdadera vid; del mismo modo que Jesus necesita que seamos los sarmientos que den
los frutos del ministerio, la misién y el testimonio. En tiempos buenos y en tiempos dificiles; en
épocas de cambio y de estabilidad - Cristo necesita que seamos los sarmientos de la vid
verdadera y que demos fruto, para que el mundo conozca, vea y experimente como Dios ama
tanto al mundo.

A través del poder del Espiritu Santo, podemos ser participantes activos que viven en la
esperanza equilibrando el trabajo para ser ramas que dan fruto. Animense a utilizar la
tecnologia, aprendida durante la pandemia, para comunicarnos, para alinearnos con la
Voluntad de Dios y para disfrutar de la oportunidad de construir relaciones.

Pregunta 4:
¢Cual es su breve presentacion profesional sobre lo que significa ser una persona
presbiteriana?

Tony
Soy presbiteriano porque. . .

Mis padres y abuelos me querian, me llevaban a la iglesia, me ensefiaban y me educaban en la
fe.
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La teologia reformada me guia para darme sentido a mi mismo, a mi relacién con Dios y con los
demas, y al mundo que Dios tanto ama.

Energia, inteligencia, imaginacion y amor son mis votos a Dios para construir una comunidad
querida por encima de todo tipo de divisiones.

El pecado se toma en serio y se confiesa, pero es la asombrosa gracia de Dios en Cristo la que
reclama mi vida y da forma a mi ministerio y mision.

El estudio y la reflexién biblicos son centrales y estan guiados por las Reglas de Fe y Amor.

"Tienes dones espirituales para compartir”, ha sido la historia de mi vida desde que otros
comparten sus dones para ayudarme a identificar, desarrollar y crecer.

La tradicion sustenta mi teologia, mi politica y mi culto -nos enraiza y nos fundamenta- para que
podamos dar los nuevos frutos del ministerio.

Todos son bienvenidos a la mesa de Cristo y cualquiera que escuche la llamada de Cristo a servir
a la Iglesia puede ver confirmada esa llamada.

Las normas ordenan nuestra vida en comun, nos mantienen conectados y nos obligan a rendir
cuentas.

Laindagacion siempre se ha afirmado, se ha considerado sagrada, una parte necesaria de la
formacion en la fe y del crecimiento espiritual, incluso cuando desafia a la tradicién.

"Cuanto hicisteis al mas pequefio de estos, a mi me lo hicisteis" es una llamada unificadora de
Cristo a servir a Dios desmantelando el racismo sistémico, acabando con la pobreza
generacional para promover la vitalidad de la congregacion.

Nada de lo que haga o deje de hacer puede separarme del amor de Dios en Cristo Jesus.

CeCe
Sé presbiteriano, como yo, porque. . .
La oracion es esencial en mi vida, y he aprendido a rezar.

Descansar en la fe me permite confiar en que Dios me lleva a través de las aguas y el fuego
donde no seré abrumado ni consumido.

El estilo de culto de cada uno tiene cabida y puede encontrar espacio en la Iglesia Presbiteriana
(EE.UU.)

Salvados, santificados y llenos del Espiritu Santo es un inquilino de la iglesia donde yo también
puedo ser un poco pentecostal.

Siempre se busca el conocimiento biblico, y la educacion es la Unica manera de apuntalar los
ministerios de la fe.

Los jovenes, los sustitutos que debemos formar, no deben ser nuestros duplicados.

La formacion es un ofrecimiento para aprender y un acto para crecer en la misma esperanza que
deseamos.
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La educacioén es una forma segura de garantizar la continuidad del crecimiento y cultivar un
espacio para expandir y expresar la Buena Nueva.

Redimidos por Dios, a través de Jesucristo, y equipados para llevar a cabo la voluntad de Dios
para el pueblo de Dios en palabra, accién y obra.

La imaginacién y la inteligencia sélo pueden dispensarse y absorberse a través de la energia y el
amor.

La seguridad se me da cada vez que pido perdédn, y lo pido a diario.

Nada de lo que haga o deje de hacer podra separarme del amor de Dios a través de Jesucristo.

Pregunta 6:

Vivimos en un mundo lleno de miedo e incertidumbre. ;Qué podria hacer la Iglesia
Presbiteriana (EE. UU.) y sus congregaciones para fortalecer nuestro ministerio de
mostrar el amor de Dios a todas las personas? ;Como creamos un espacio en el que se
puedan compartir y escuchar las diferentes respuestas a la llamada de Dios y las
expresiones de fe?

Cece and Tony

En el Evangelio de Lucas, le preguntan a Jesus: "; Quién es mi préjimo?", y El responde contando
la parabola del buen samaritano. Esta historia revela que el mundo era peligroso, violento y estaba
dividido, tanto entonces como ahora. Jesus habla a un auditorio judio de un samaritano,
considerado como otro, que asume el riesgo de involucrarse y actuar como agente de
misericordia y curaciéon mientras las figuras religiosas de la época pasaban de largo al otro lado
del camino.

Es una parabola cuyo poder no reside en la caridad ofrecida al hombre herido, sino en el riesgo
asumido por el samaritano al reclamar como préjimo a alguien que, segun las normas de su
sociedad y su época, era en el mejor de los casos un extrafio, posiblemente incluso un
enemigo. Jesus le dijo:—Pues ve y haz tu lo mismo.

Como denominacién y como congregaciones, somos enviados por Jesus a amar a nuestro
préjimo con el ejemplo del Buen Samaritano. Cuando nos encontramos con un préjimo que
esta en peligro y sufriendo, debemos detener nuestro itinerario previsto y amar a ese projimo
aun a costa de un gran riesgo o coste. Esto concuerda con la vision de Dios para las
comunidades justas. Lo vemos claramente cuando vemos como el ministerio de Jesus se hace
eco de la parabola repetidamente. Jesus se detuvo para atender a los vecinos necesitados. El
paralitico llevado en brazos por sus amigos, la mujer que habia tenido una hemorragia durante
doce afos, el hombre de la mano seca, la hija de la mujer cananea, son algunos de los
encuentros que recoge la Escritura.

En cada caso en que Jesus se detuvo para atender a un préjimo herido, la curacion fue sélo el
principio. Jesus se comunica con ellos. Las conversaciones revelan su herida inmediata. Las
conversaciones ponen de relieve el estigma, el aislamiento y los obstaculos sistémicos que se
superponen a las lesiones. A través de este dialogo con ellos, Jesus atiende su aparente herida
al tiempo que abre la puerta a una relacion restaurada y renovada con Dios, con sus vecinos y
con la comunidad en general.

Hay congregaciones presbiterianas en miles de barrios. Una de las maneras de fortalecer nuestro
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ministerio y dar testimonio del amor de Dios por todas las personas es aumentar nuestra
conexién con nuestros vecinos, con todos ellos, especialmente con los samaritanos de nuestros
dias. ¢ Donde estan las calzadas y cunetas donde los heridos necesitan ayuda? ; Qué significa
para la Iglesia vendar heridas, llevar a la gente a un lugar seguro y atender sus necesidades?
¢, Qué nuevas oportunidades de dialogo y relaciéon podrian descubrirse cuando nuestros planes
se detienen para atender al préjimo necesitado? ;Podriamos entender la necesidad de un
cambio sistémico de formas diferentes a través de ese dialogo y de relaciones continuas?
Creamos intencionadamente un ministerio compartido y un espacio donde las diferentes respuestas a
la llamada de Dios y las expresiones de fe se escuchan a través de lacomunicacion, se alinean
con la Palabra de Dios a través del estudio, y se construyen para ser relaciones duraderas a
través de la iglesia conectiva.

Pregunta 8:

¢ Qué sugerencias tiene para identificar y nutrir los desarrollos emergentes en el
liderazgo fiel para la mision de Cristo?

Cece and Tony

Hay un proverbio africano que dice: "Si quieres ir rapido, ve solo. Si queréis llegar lejos, id
juntos" La sugerencia que tengo para identificar y nutrir los desarrollos emergentes en el liderazgo
fiel para la mision de Cristo, es dar el toque de clarin para los que quieren hacer ministerio juntos.
Hay personas de otras religiones y tradiciones de fe que estan dispuestas a entablar relaciones de
dialogo respetuosas sin comprometer sus propias creencias, honrando al mismo tiempo el
testimonio auténtico de los presbiterianos que se basan en la Biblia, se centran en Cristo y son
guiados por el Espiritu. Los desarrollos en el liderazgo fiel deben estar dispuestos a emprender
viajes con otros en nuestro C.A.R.

Para ir juntos, debe haber comunicacion. La llamada de Cristo a cada uno de nosotros es amar al
Senfior nuestro Dios con todo el corazén y amar al préjimo como a nosotros mismos. Es dificil amar
al préjimo sin comunicarse con él de alguna forma. Un liderazgo fiel a la mision de Cristo esta
dispuesto a dialogar sobre las cuestiones dificiles que afectan a nuestra sociedad. Un liderazgo fiel
a la mision de Cristo esta dispuesto a utilizar nuestros recursos sabiamente, como dos oidos
para escuchar y un instrumento para hablar, lo que significa que debemos escuchar el doble de
lo que hablamos. Esta accién es vital para la comunicacion.

Para ir juntos, debe haber alineacién con la voluntad de Dios. Incluso cuando Jesus luché con
la llamada a su vida para ir al Calvario por los pecados del mundo, expresé su malestar antes de
ceder y decir: "Hagase tu voluntad" Una alineacion de la voluntad con Dios es muy parecida a la
alineacion de las ruedas de un vehiculo. Existe la necesidad de estar quietos y saber que Dios es
Dios, mientras escuchamos activamente lo que Dios nos ha llamado a hacer a cada uno de nosotros.
Dios es lo suficientemente grande como para llevar a todos sus hijos a la voluntad de Dios con la
esperanza de un futuro del que muchos de nosotros no seremos testigos.

Para ir juntos, hay que construir relaciones que resistan los desafios. La relacion con Dios y con los
demas se expresa en nuestras confesiones, en el decalogo y en el ejemplo de Jesucristo. Sin
embargo, olvidamos las relaciones que deben forjarse y mantenerse y que traspasan fronteras
culturales, étnicas, de género, politicas, extranjeras y de fe. Jesus rompio fronteras y nos ensefio a
hacer lo mismo estableciendo relaciones que no se consideraban el status quo. Cuando rompemos
fronteras, caminamos al lado de quienes son blanco de discursos de odio y actos de violencia
porque hemos construido relaciones que perduran.
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SENTIDO DEL LLAMADO:
Rvda. Marian McClure Taylor

Conocer el amor de Dios en Cristo ha hecho toda la diferencia para mi, desde que era una
adolescente. La "novedad" de Dios me ha hecho cada vez mas libre.

También ha liberado a la IP (EE. UU.), haciéndonos mas abiertos a lo que viene. Estoy agradecida
por los muchos signos de las bendiciones de Dios a medida que llegamos a nuestra sociedad
cambiante con la Buena Nueva de Dios, aprendemos de todas las personas que se identifican como
LGBTQIA+, eliminamos la pobreza, desmantelamos el racismo y nos hacemos mas mutuos en
nuestras relaciones de mision.

Queda mas por hacer mientras esperamos el camino que Dios nos proporcionara. Cuando vivia
en México aprendi la expresion "poder convocatorio”. Se trata de lo poderoso que puede ser
simplemente convocar a personas, con un proposito. Lo hacemos como pueblo presbiteriano, y
Danny y yo ayudariamos a hacerlo como co-moderadores.

También me siento llamada a ser una alentadora, alguien que nos ayuda a encontrar nuestro
valor, y una pastora en tiempos de estrés, pérdida y preocupacion.

Consciente de que este afo cumpliré 70 afios y de que soy la mas "veterana" de los cuatro que se
presentan este afio, también quiero transmitir a las generaciones mas jovenes de lideres de la IP
(EE. UU.) la bendicion de mi generacion, nuestra asociacion con ustedes para mirar hacia
delante, mirando hacia atras s6lo en busca de sabiduria y no de nostalgia.

Amo a la IP (EE. UU.) por ser la iglesia donde puedo experimentar a Dios y captar su vision de
todas estas maneras. Si el camino es claro, hago un pacto con ustedes para dedicarme a servir
a Dios a través de esta funcion.

Rvdo. Daniel Morales

Eclesiastés 9:10 empieza diciendo : "Y todo lo que esté en tu mano hacer, hazlo con todo
empeno;"

A mi padre le gustaba tanto que lo tenia memorizado y cada vez que le planteaba una posible
oportunidad, empezaba su respuesta con ese texto.

Asi que cuando Marian me propuso esta oportunidad, lo primero que me vino a la mente fue

"¢ Qué me diria mi viejo si me pudiera hablar? Qué me diria papa si pudiera hablar conmigo (hace
ya nueve afos que papa no esta). La respuesta era obvia: todo lo que seas capaz de hacer, jhazlo
con todas tus fuerzas!

Mi padre conocia mis dones y mis habilidades. También sabia y siempre intuia lo que yo era capaz
de lograr. En algunas de las ultimas conversaciones que mantuve con mi padre antes de que
falleciera, me dijo algo que nunca olvidaré. Dijo..

" Sabes hijo, Dios no ha terminado contigo todavia. El trabajo que Dios comenzo en ti cuando
naciste, ese trabajo aun esta en progreso. Dios tiene sorpresas para ti. S6lo ponte a disposicion y el
buen Dios te llevara donde te necesiten".

Mi sentido de llamado viene de mi deseo de servir a la iglesia en una capacidad mas amplia,
orando para que a través de mis dones, pueda, en lamedida de mis capacidades, ser un testigo
profético del evangelio a través del increible y asombroso trabajo que nuestra denominacion esta
haciendo tanto a nivel nacional como mundial.
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Mi sentido del llamado también proviene del deseo de allanar el camino a mi hermandad LGBTQ.
Aunque gran parte del arduo trabajo para garantizar la plena inclusion de mi hermandad LGBTQ en
la vida y el testimonio de la iglesia se hizo en décadas anteriores, todavia nos queda mucho por
hacer, para proclamar al mundo que en nuestra denominacion, TODAS LAS PERSONAS son
bienvenidas y tienen un lugar y una voz en la mesa.

PREGUNTAS Y RESPUESTAS
Pregunta 1:

El tema de la 226’ Asamblea General (2024) es "Vivir en la esperanza”, del himno de Jane
Parker Huber basado en Lucas 4:16-20. ; Como llamara a la iglesia a "Vivir en la
esperanza" durante su mandato de dos anos?

Marian

Como musicos, a Danny y a mi nos encanta que el tema de esta asamblea derive de un himno.
¢ Cuantos de nosotros hemos recibido la inspiracion de las Escrituras mas profundamente gracias a
la musica de la iglesia? Queremos celebrar a los musicos de iglesia.

Ayudar a la Iglesia a vivir en la esperanza es juna descripcion perfecta del trabajo de todas las
personas que moderan! Un punto de partida para vivir en la esperanza, para todos nosotros, es
ver nuestra propia y profunda necesidad de ella. La esperanza es algo que debemos ofrecer a los
demas sdélo en agradecimiento por haberla recibido de Dios.

Para vivir en la esperanza, con la ayuda del Espiritu de Dios, llamaremos a la Iglesia a recordar
las promesas de Dios. Ese recordatorio puede adoptar la forma de acciones fieles y, por
supuesto, de adoracion y estudio en comun.

La esperanza en Dios se sustenta en pasajes como el que Danny Morales y yo hemos elegido como
inspiracion personal, Isaias 43:18-19. Este texto nos recuerda que Dios re-crea, libera, guia y
refresca, y parece especialmente oportuno, por dos razones. Las iglesias buscan nuevas formas de
recibir y transmitir el amor de Dios, de ayudar a la gente a encontrar los rios en sus metaféricos
desiertos. Y el pueblo cristiano fiel se fija cada vez mas en como nuestro propio planeta forma parte
del modo en que la voluntad de Dios debe "hacerse en la tierra como en el cielo".

Ya no recuerdes el ayer, no pienses mas en cosas del pasado. Estoy a punto de hacer
algo nuevo; ahora brota, ;no lo percibe usted? Abriré camino en el desierto y rios en la
soledad.

Danny

En espaiol tenemos un dicho que dice: "la esperanza es lo ultimo que se pierde", que puede
traducirse como la esperanza es lo ultimo que podemos perder.

Desde hace unos afos, estamos rodeados de noticias negativas, y parece que a medida que pasan
los dias, las noticias son aun mas perjudiciales.

Algo de eso se ha colado incluso en la Iglesia. Se habla mucho de la decadencia de la Iglesia, de la
irrelevancia de la Iglesia, de las luchas de la Iglesia. Y aunque algunas de estas son
preocupaciones legitimas, como personas de fe, como hijos e hijas de Dios nunca debemos olvidar
nuestra vocacion, que Jesus expuso claramente en este texto de Lucas.
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La esencia del Evangelio esta arraigada en la esperanza. La lectura del mensaje de Jesus del rollo
del profeta Isaias habla de esa esperanza: esperanza de curacion, esperanza de restauracion,
esperanza de transformacion, esperanza de liberacion. Como Iglesia, ese es el mensaje que
debemos llevar a este mundo tan roto.

Como su Co-moderador, como predicador del evangelio, el mensaje que quiero compartir con la
iglesia universal, no solo con la Iglesia Presbiteriana (EE. UU.) es que se nos ha encargado ser
mensajeros de este evangelio transformador, un evangelio liberador, un evangelio que sana, un
mensaje evangeélico que restaura. Este es el mensaje que quiero transmitir a nuestras
congregaciones en toda la denominacion y a nuestros aliados en todo el mundo.

Pregunta 2:

Las Reglas Permanentes establecen que "durante el periodo entre asambleas, la persona
moderadora [0 moderadores] actia como embajadora de la unidad del Espiritu en los
vinculos de la paz, contando la historia de la vida de la iglesia y sosteniendo al pueblo de
Dios mediante la oracion" (Manual de la Asamblea General, Regla Permanente H.1.a.(5).
Reflexiona sobre la importancia de esa funcion para la iglesia y como la vivirias como
persona moderadora o co-moderadora.

Marian

Estas funciones de embajadora, narradora de historias y pastora son la razén por la queme siento
llamada a este trabajoyhe liberadomi tiempo para ellas.

Embajador. Ser embajador de Cristo esta relacionado con trabajar por la reconciliacion (2 Car.
5:20). Necesitamos las herramientas de la reconciliacion como embajadores cuando, en nuestras
deliberaciones, discrepamos fuertemente sobre el camino a seguir por la IP (EE. UU.). He
acompanado a personas moderadoras anteriores cuando utilizaban herramientas como escuchar,
decir la verdad y rezar en momentos de desacuerdo, y es poderoso.

Cuentacuentos. Necesitamos historias de Dios que inspiren cosas nuevas y etemas a través de la
Iglesia, para que podamos aprender y animamos. Los sermones, discursos y comunicados de
prensa de las personas co-moderadoras son excelentes vehiculos para compartir estas historias.

Pastorado. Necesitamos una presencia pastoral cuando los grandes cambios traen tanto
pérdidas como ganancias.Después de haber vivido en carne propia la reestructuracion de la
iglesia y las presiones presupuestarias, realmente quiero ser una presencia pastoral para la
denominacion a todos los niveles.

Danny

El Salmo 9 comienza con las siguientes palabras Oh Sefior, quiero alabarte con todo el corazény
contar tus muchas maravillas.

Creo que uno de los mayores regalos de servir como su persona Co-Moderadora es precisamente
eso, contarle al mundo las cosas maravillosas que Dios ha hecho. Escucharlo de ustedes, tanto
de nuestras congregaciones en todo el pais, como de nuestros socios globales, y lo mas
importante, elevar esas historias.

Creo que Dios esta en movimiento y trabajando continuamente a través de todos nosotros, el gran
cuerpo de esta denominacion. Creando cambios, transformando corazones, mentes y almas. Sin
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embargo, a menudo esas historias no se cuentan ni se escuchan.

Como personas Co-moderadoras, no solo estamos llamados a escuchar la bondad de lo que Dios ha
hecho, sino también las luchas y desafios que algunas de nuestras congregaciones estan
enfrentando, y hacerlo con un espiritu de intencién orante.

Ademas, el servicio como personas Co-moderadoras no se limita a nuestro compromiso con las
congregaciones. Nuestro papel es unico, especialmente en este momento de la historia de nuestra
denominacion en el que la Comision de Unificacion continua su trabajo con OGA y PMA. Tenemos
la oportunidad de caminar con ambas agencias a través de este periodo de transicion y angustia,
con cuidadosa reflexion y reverencia por lo que ha sido' es decir, contando la historia de la bondad de
Dios a través del trabajo que se ha realizado, mientras avanzamos con seguridad y esperanza en el
trabajo continuado que Dios nos ha encomendado.

Pregunta 3:

Desde la pandemia, no ha surgido un camino unico para que las congregaciones
encuentren un nuevo equilibrio. ; Qué palabras de aliento y qué ideas compartiria con
lideres y personas miembro de la iglesia durante este tiempo?

Marian

El sufrimiento ocasionado por la pandemia es inolvidable. Estamos heridos. Esta afectando no
sélo a la participacion en las congregaciones, sino a muchos otros aspectos de la vida
eclesiastica.

Al mismo tiempo , era un poco como una de esas pruebas médicas que inyectan un tinte para
poder ver problemas estructurales. La pandemia hizo mas evidentes los problemas estructurales de
las sociedades, mostrando hasta qué punto algunas personas son mas vulnerables que otras, y
para verguenza de la nacion la raza fue uno de esos factores.

Un posible resultado redentor puede ser un aumento de la capacidad de las personas de fe para
pensar y dolerse por quienes no estan comprometidos, por quienes sufren y por los sistemas que
perpetuan el sufrimiento. Por tanto,  podemos considerar que estas experiencias nos han hecho mas
decididos a no descansar hasta que podamos ir al encuentro de las personas alli donde estén y
nadie se quede sin nada? Esta capacidad, este dolor, viene del corazén de Dios y por eso es un
don. Si este don nos da un nuevo sentimiento de ser enviados, de cuidado proactivo, de intentar
enfoques creativos para la comunicacion y la accion, entonces algo redentor esta emergiendo del
dolor.

Danny

Marian y yo nos hemos sentido estrechamente atraidos por las palabras de Isaias 43:18-19, un
tema que deseamos llevar a lo largo de nuestro mandato como Co-moderadores

"Ya no recuerdes el ayer, no pienses mas en cosas del pasado. Yo voy a hacer algo nuevo".

Como personas de fe, a menudo olvidamos que la obra de Dios, a través del poder del Espiritu
Santo, y a través de nosotros, el cuerpo de Cristo, es continua.

También significa que puede que no tengamos todas las respuestas de inmediato o que el camino a
seguir parezca incierto, y sin embargo, como dijo una vez el Dr. King, la fe es dar el primer paso sin ver
toda la escalera.
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Como Iglesia, a menudo olvidamos que el nuestro es un Dios de recursos abundantes, no un Dios
de escasez. También tenemos tendencia a olvidar que el nuestro es un Dios que hace un camino
de la nada camino. Cuando los israelitas se detuvieron a orillas del Mar Rojo, pensaron realmente
que Moisés los habia llevado alli para que murieran sin piedad a manos del ejército del Faraén.
Pero entonces la gracia de Dios abrié un camino donde ellos pensaban que no lo habia.

A Marian y a mi nos gustaria trabajar con congregaciones de todo el pais para ayudarles a
encontrar esas oportunidades, con el fin de que puedan convertirse en las congregaciones
prosperas y vibrantes que Dios les ha llamado a ser.

Pregunta 4:
¢Cual es su breve discurso sobre lo que significa ser una persona presbiteriana?
Marian

Habras oido hablar de los "cazafantasmas". Bueno, el pueblo presbiteriano es lo que yo llamo
cazadores de idolatrias. Medimos todas las pretensiones con la pretension de la soberania de Dios.
En la forma de hablar actual, "centramos" a Dios. Cuando Dios esta en el centro de nuestro
cosmos, nosotros no lo estamos. Esta humildad se nos pide a lo largo de toda la Escritura.

Este don que rompe la idolatria que aportamos a toda la Iglesia es una cuestion de vida o
muerte para las sociedades humanas y para nuestro planeta Tierra. Esto se debe a que la
humildad de poner a Dios en primer lugar en lugar de a nosotros mismos nos ayuda a
contrarrestar el nacionalismo, las catastrofes climaticas y otras formas erréneas de la humanidad.

Danny

Mi discurso de ascensor de lo que significa ser el pueblo presbiteriano esta directamente ligado al
concepto de reformado y siempre reformando. Esto es lo que yo interpreto:

Como el pueblo presbiteriano, reformado y siempre reformandose significa que no tomamos los
asuntos del espiritu tal como son o a su valor nominal, sino que nos reunimos como cuerpo de
Cristo a traveés de la oracién y la intencién y luchamos con lo que significa ser un testigo fiel del
evangelio para un tiempo como este.

Como pueblo presbiteriano, nos comprometemos mutuamente, a través de la comunion y la oracion,
y por supuesto también a través de deliciosas comidas, pero lo mas importante es que nos
escuchamos unos a otros intencionadamente.

Al hacerlo, somos fieles testigos de las Escrituras y estamos profundamente comprometidos a
trabajar por los lazos de la unidad, al tiempo que buscamos una comprension mas profunda de donde
y como Dios nos llama a ser Iglesia.

Me vienen a la mente las palabras de Pablo cuando escribié - No vivan ya segun los criterios del
tiempo presente; al contrario, cambien su manera de pensar para que asi cambie su manera de
vivir y lleguen a conocer la voluntad de Dios.

Ser el pueblo presbiteriano, ser reformado y siempre reformandose, significa que siempre
escuchamos lo que Dios tiene que decirnosa través de las Escrituras, y comprometiéndonos con
el cuerpo mas amplio del pueblo de Dios.
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Pregunta 5:

Vivimos en un mundo lleno de miedo e incertidumbre. ; Qué podria hacer la Iglesia
Presbiteriana (EE. UU.) y sus congregaciones para fortalecer nuestro ministerio de
mostrar el amor de Dios a todas las personas? ;Como creamos un espacio en el que se
puedan compartir y escuchar las diferentes respuestas a la llamada de Dios y las
expresiones de fe?

Marian
CONECTANDO A NUESTRA GRAN FAMILIA

La IP (EE. UU.) es buena a la hora de apoyar una variedad de ministerios y expresiones.
"Validamos ministerios" para muchas personas ordenadas al ministerio de la Palabra y
Sacramento, y comisionamos a muchas personas miembro de congregaciones. Muchos cientos de
nuestras personas ordenadas al ministerio de la Palabra y Sacramento han encontrado su vocacion
en asociaciones misioneras locales y globales; en capellania militar, hospitales, hospicios y
universidades; en organizacién comunitaria y organizaciones benéficas sin animo de lucro; en
ecumenismo, y mucho mas. Muchas mas de nuestras personas miembro también han formado
parte de juntas directivas o del personal de organizaciones y empresas que influyen en nuestra
sociedad y nuestro mundo de innumerables maneras.

Esto puede ser una gran fortaleza para nosotros a medida que aprendemos nuevas formas de
relacionarnos con la cultura y nuevas formas de ministerio. Imaginese como se beneficiarian
pastores y consistorios si se pusieran en contacto con este pueblo presbiteriano que sirve mas
alla de nuestras fronteras, y viceversa. Mid-Kentucky solia convocar almuerzos para personas
ordenadas al ministerio de la Palabra y Sacramento que estaban empleados pero no servian a
congregaciones, y era fructifero. Cuando nos conectamos mejor, fortalecemos nuestro
ministerio comun de testimonio compartido y mantenemos una mayor variedad de espacios para
responder a Dios.

NO SOLO COMPARTIDA, SINO ESCUCHADA

Las comunicaciones entre el pueblo presbiteriano y entre nosotros y el resto del mundo han
mejorado en los ultimos afios, a medida que aprendemos a adoptar nuevas formas, como los
podcasts, los seminarios web y las retransmisiones en directo. Hay un flujo constante de articulos
premiados procedentes de Louisville y de fuentes independientes que aman a la Iglesia.

Sin embargo, seguimos oyendo a la gente decir "la Iglesia guarda silencio sobre x-y-z".

¢ Entendemos realmente por qué es asi? No es porque en realidad estemos callados, sino
porque necesitamos una mayor inversion en como nuestras expresiones de fe pueden ser
escuchadas. Estamos encontrando nuestras voces, pero jno hemos encontrado nuestros
megafonos! ; No sera que necesitamos consultar a mas expertos sobre como hacernos oir?

Pregunta 6:

¢ Qué sugerencias tiene para identificar y nutrir los desarrollos emergentes en el
liderazgo fiel para la misién de Cristo?

Danny

Hace poco oi decir a un orador motivacional: "Usted posee grandeza en su interior". Esas palabras
me atravesaron el corazén. También estan en el centro de lo que somos individualmente como
personas de fe. Incluso Dios puede dar fe de nuestra grandeza interior.



El relato de la creacion en Génesis 1 concluye afirmando que Dios cred a la humanidad a su
imagen y semejanza. Eso significa que cada uno de nosotros lleva dentro esa chispa divina que
procede nada menos que de nuestro propio creador, a cuya imagen y semejanza hemos sido
creados.

Teniendo esto en cuenta, nuestras congregaciones, grandes y pequeias, estan repletas de lideres
dotados, suficientes para impulsar la misién y el ministerio de Cristo, y las iniciativas de nuestra
denominacion en el mundo. En cada congregacion, en cada banco, hay un alma llena de dones,
talentos e ideas esperando a ser comprometida. El pastorado, las personas ancianas y el
diaconado, e incluso Marian y yo, como co-moderadores, tenemos un papel que desempenar no
solo en la identificacion de estos lideres dotados y talentosos, sino también en ayudarles a ver los
dones que son para la iglesia.

Nuestras congregaciones tienen la capacidad de ser centros de desarrollo de liderazgo para
comunidades de todo el pais. Imaginemos por un momento que en toda la denominacion, ¢.en
todas nuestras congregaciones, nos asociaramos con organismos comunitarios y organizaciones sin
animo de lucro para ofrecer formacion y desarrollo del liderazgo no sélo a las personas miembro de
nuestra propia congregacion, sino incluso a las personas miembros de las comunidades a las que
hemos sido llamados a servir?

No sélo estariamos desarrollando y fomentando a los futuros lideres de nuestras iglesias, sino
también a los futuros lideres de nuestras comunidades.

Sin embargo, nuestro trabajo no debe comenzar y detenerse en el mero desarrollo de estos
lideres, sino que también debemos involucrarlos en el trabajo mas amplio que realizamos.
Nosotros también debemos crear espacio para que sus dones y talentos se desplieguen
plenamente, al hacerlo, no sélo estamos desarrollando a nuestros lideres, sino que también les
estamos dando la oportunidad de poner sus dones a trabajar en la plenitud de la iglesia.

Una oportunidad de esta naturaleza no so6lo fomentaria el crecimiento del liderazgo desde dentro
de la iglesia, sino que, ademas, ayudaria a la iglesia a conectar con la comunidad cosechando
beneficios para muchas generaciones venideras tanto para la iglesia como para la comunidad
respectiva.

68



	Candidate Booklet Cover Letter - 05-20-2024
	GA226 - Questions for Mod Candidates
	Armstrong & Larson Candidate Booklet Final 2
	Booklet template.pdf
	Letter Seeking Endorsement.pdf
	Resolution of Endorsement.pdf

	Taylor and Morales CoModerator Candidate Booklet_Final
	GA226_ModCandidate_TitlePage_Call_Questions_Translations
	Candidate-Booklet-Cover-Letter-05-20-2024_ko_KR
	GA226-Questions-for-Mod-Candidates_ko_KR
	Armstrong-and-Larson-GA-Booklet-Sense-of-Call-Questions-and-Responses_ko_KR
	Taylor-and-Morales-GA-Booklet-Sense-of-Call-Questions-and-Responses_ko_KR
	매리언
	대니얼
	매리언
	대니얼
	매리언
	대니얼
	매리언
	대니얼

	Candidate-Booklet-Cover-Letter-05-20-2024_es_NT
	GA226-Questions-for-Mod-Candidates_es_NT
	Armstrong-and-Larson-GA-Booklet-Sense-of-Call-Questions-and-Responses_es_NT
	Taylor-and-Morales-GA-Booklet-Sense-of-Call-Questions-and-Responses_es_NT
	Marian
	Danny
	Marian
	Danny
	Marian
	Danny
	Marian
	Danny




