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Minute for Mission
“Who Is My Neighbor?”
“Who is my neighbor?”
Even after she’d been serving for nearly a decade at the Eastridge Presbyterian Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, the Rev. Dr. Melodie Jones Pointon found she was still asking herself the same, familiar question.
Little did she suspect that a random email misdirected to her during the COVID pandemic would lead her — and the congregation — to answer that question in new and unexpected ways.
The email from a man in the Kansas City area was asking her and the church’s associate pastor, Thomas Dummermuth, questions about their community, mainly to identify the issues that they were seeing. 
And because the congregation and their mission committee had just been saying that [faith-based] community organizing was the kind of thing they wanted to be involved in, they sensed the movement of the Holy Spirit.
Since their discernment process got underway during the pandemic, the collaboration with their stakeholders began online, meeting virtually with a host of community and church leaders to identify which nonprofit, justice ministry organization would be the right fit to address Lincoln’s needs.
When they were finally able to meet in person, something remarkable happened — an outpouring of interest that led to what Pastor Thomas refers to as the building of “webs of interconnectivity.”
Creating just such “webs of interconnectivity” is at the heart of the Presbyterian Hunger Program’s emphasis on congregation-based community organizing. This guiding principle led the Eastridge Church to partner with 23 local faith communities to found the faith-based nonprofit, Justice in Action. 
Justice in Action’s mission is to “harness the power of organized people to address big community problems.” This approach demonstrates how community organizing can translate into concrete policy and systems change; preventing eviction, expanding access to care, supporting food security and building long-term power rooted in community voice.
And supporting congregational and other leaders with the resources they need to collectively address systemic injustice in their communities is made possible, in large part, by gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).
Centered in the prophet Micah’s call to do justice, OGHS has been helping neighbors in need around the world for more than 75 years. The annual Offering gives the PC(USA) a tangible way to share God’s love by joining together to help eliminate the root causes of the world’s injustices. 
In addition to addressing America’s eviction epidemic, food insecurity and community development, OGHS supports such causes as disaster relief and recovery, climate change, poverty and immigration/migration and refugees. 
Who is my neighbor? There are many answers, but here is one: When we give to One Great Hour of Sharing, we become part of God’s work to bring hope and healing and justice to our neighbors — across the globe and in our own backyards.
Please give generously, for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray~
Loving God, we give you thanks for faithful people called to action in the name of the love we know in your Son, Jesus Christ. Help us respond to the good news of Christ by loving our neighbors as we love ourselves, and by showing up for those who need it most. Amen.
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