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MINUTE FOR MISSION
Doing Justice After Disaster in South Sudan
For far too many years in her native South Sudan, fear was Mary Poni’s constant companion.
“Conflict and violence destroyed everything we had,” said Mary, whose life was upended by decades of unrelenting warfare.
Family members were lost, homes were burned and fear became part of daily life. 
She was by no means alone.
The U.N. Refugee Agency estimates that millions of South Sudanese have been driven from their homes since 2013, while thousands more have lost their lives. Catastrophic flooding further compounded the death and displacement toll. But just as Mary’s pain — and her community’s collective trauma — were nearing a breaking point, RECONCILE International interceded.
Founded in 2003, RECONCILE International, a partner of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) based in South Sudan, traces its origins to the New Sudan Council of Churches, which had a vision to promote reconciliation, conflict transformation and peacebuilding in shattered communities. 
Mary said, “When RECONCILE International came to our community, they brought hope. They listened to our stories with compassion and treated everyone with dignity, regardless of their background. Through trauma healing sessions, I began to understand that the wounds I carried were not only physical but also emotional and spiritual. For the first time, I felt safe to speak openly about my experiences.”
And helping the people of South Sudan and the wider East African region restore and rebuild their lives is just what support from the PC(USA) makes possible, primarily through Presbyterians’ generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing.
Centered in the prophet Micah’s call to do justice, One Great Hour of Sharing has been helping neighbors in need around the world for more than 75 years. The annual Offering gives the PC(USA) a tangible way to share God’s love by helping to eliminate the root causes of the world’s injustices. 
 As a result of RECONCILE’s training, Mary joined a peace committee in her village. She shares, “Today, instead of encouraging conflict, I help mediate disputes before they become violent. I have witnessed families who refused to speak to one another begin working together again. Women who once lived in fear now participate confidently in community decision-making. Young people who were vulnerable to violence are becoming ambassadors for peace.”
“RECONCILE helped us see that healing and justice can go hand in hand.”
Mary wants people to know that she is the living proof that when people are given the opportunity to heal, reconcile and participate in rebuilding their communities, transformation is possible.
And One Great Hour of Sharing is there to support them.
We are the Church, together — and together we can make a difference in the lives of others who need our support — people like Mary and her neighbors. Please give what you can to One Great Hour of Sharing, for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray~
Loving God, we humbly ask that your love and justice be made known in South Sudan and in all places impacted by conflict. We pray that our gifts help to heal the nations and bring peace. In your Son’s name we pray, Amen.
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