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Minute for Mission
Speaking of Justice
Justice.
What exactly does that mean?
When we hear the word “justice,” we often think about the court system, about holding people responsible for their actions, about the fair outcome of trials. But in the Bible, justice is defined as the active practice of doing what is fair, what is right. Jesus taught us that justice is deeply tied to mercy, love for our neighbors and caring for the vulnerable.
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is centered in the call to do justice so every person can fully live the life God intends for them. The Offering allows the PC(USA) to address such causes as disaster relief, food insecurity and immigration/migration and refugees, offering people safety, sustenance and hope in pursuit of God’s justice.
Consider Mary Poni, whose life was devastated by decades of unrelenting natural disasters, warfare and trauma in South Sudan. Through RECONCILE International (the Resource Centre for Civil Leadership), a partner of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance that promotes reconciliation, conflict transformation and peacebuilding in shattered communities, Mary learned to mediate disputes before they become violent, showing that healing and justice can go hand in hand.
This is justice in action.
In Lincoln, Nebraska, 23 faith communities, including Eastridge Presbyterian Church, received training from the Presbyterian Hunger Program and founded Justice in Action. Justice in Action’s mission is to “harness the power of organized people to address big community problems.” One problem addressed was pre-eviction mediation, which entailed meeting with The Mediation Center, the courts, the landlords and the agencies serving people who are being evicted, to address the root causes and prevent long-term impacts.
This is justice in action.
And then there is Zully [soo-lee] Estrada, who, as an immigrant, had been forced to endure a hostile work environment. Seeking a road to remediation and justice, she found Arise Chicago where she attended a workers’ rights workshop. Arise, a partner of the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People, engages with communities and ecumenical church partners to eradicate systemic poverty and its related social and economic justice issues. Zully now acts as a facilitator at Arise, sharing what she learned, educating and empowering those who find themselves vulnerable.
Another powerful example of justice in action.
Our gifts to OGHS, when joined together with the gifts of congregations around the nation and the world, offer the PC(USA) a tangible way to share God’s love and help eliminate the root causes of the world’s injustices.
Often in this world we feel powerless to effect change. But we are not alone; we are the Church, together. We are the embodiment of justice in action. 
Please give to One Great Hour of Sharing. For when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray~
Loving God, as we seek your justice and share your love, may our giving help make your justice known to all people around the world. In the name of your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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