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WORSHIP SERVICE

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Dec. 20, 2026
Christmas Joy Offering
“…to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38                   

Prelude
Welcome to All in your congregations as you do weekly to include the overall theme “to do justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8). Remembering the Christmas Joy Offering today.
Introit  (Select one to be sung by choir, choir and congregation, congregation)
                 “Come, Come Emmanuel”		2 x		GTG 91
                 “While We Are Waiting, Come”	vs. 1 and 2	GTG 92
                  “O Come Let Us Adore Him”	chorus	GTG 133
Morning Psalter	 	from Psalm 89	                       Liturgist or Deacon Reader
Liturgist:   I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; 
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 
People: I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
 your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Liturgist: You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
I have sworn to my servant David; 
“I will establish your descendants forever, 
and build your throne for all generations.”


Opening Prayer			Liturgist or Deacon as above 	
Unison  Abba Father, as we prepare 
	to celebrate Christ’s birth, make our hearts leap for joy 
	at the sound of your word and move us by your Spirit 
	to bless your wonderful works. 
	We ask this through him, whose coming is certain,
	whose day draws near. Amen. +

Hymn	Select one
	“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”	GTG 93
	 “My Song Forever Shall Record”		GTG 67
	 “My Soul Gives Glory to My God”	GTG 99	

First Reading	                                    2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16		Elder or Liturgist Reader

Lighting the 4th  Candle of Advent			Child/Youth Liturgist	
	Leader:	As we light the fourth candle of Advent
 		we welcome the love of God into our hearts.    
		It is written that God will give us a sign.
		Look, the young woman is with child.  
	Unison:	She shall bear a son,
		And shall name him Emmanuel, God is with us. 
			 	
Choral Response	“O Little Town of Bethlehem”		St. Louis
	4th verse only		GTG 121
                  O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
		cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
		We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell,
		O come to us; abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
  
Litany of Confession and Forgiveness	     Book of Common Worship	       Elder Continues
	Unison	God of grace and truth, by way of the Christ-Child
		you have come among us as light shining in darkness.
		We confess that we have not always welcomed the light,
		or trusted the good news to be good.  
		We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst,
		expecting little and hoping for less. 
		Forgive our doubts and renew our hope,
		so that we may receive the fullness of your grace,
		and live in the truth of Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Remembering our Baptism	          Child/ Youth pours water
	Elder	By way of the Gospel, we are offered the most precious gift 
		in all the world: It is the grace of forgiveness and a new beginning.  
	People 	Blessed are those who believe, who walk in the Way, 
		 who stumble and yet, in Christ, get up and start all over again. +  

Response		“Gloria Patri”	                       

Lighting the Peace Candle			Youth Liturgist
				                       
	Youth	All the world begins to draw quiet and still  
		with a careful focus on the tiny village of Bethlehem 
	People 	Come quickly to save us, Lord Jesus, so that wars and violence
                    may end and may your people everywhere live in PEACE. 
		                                                  					     
Hymn		“Love has Come”	BRING A TORCH
			3rd vs	GTG  128	
	Unison		Love has come and never will leave us!
			Love is life everlasting and free.
			Love is Jesus within and among us.
			Love is the Peace our hearts are seeking.
			Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas love!
			Love!   Praise to you, God on high!

	Sharing the Peace
	Youth:		May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
	People:		And also with you. 
   Youth:		Let us share the peace of Christ with one another. +

Second Reading	                       Romans 16:25-27                            Minister/Liturgist	



Hymn #   Select one
		“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 	GTG 12
		“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”	GTG 108  
		“Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”	GTG 107

The Gospel		Luke 1:26-38		The Birth of Jesus Foretold		Minister

Anthem   based on the gospel reading
				
Sermon

The Apostles’ Creed		                                                        Glory to God, page 35
   
Prayers of the People		Minister
Abba Father, we come to you this morning with hearts filled with joy and excitement as we anticipate with wonder the birth of the Christ Child and what the birth of Emmanuel brings to us in the world as we carry the blessings and burdens of daily life. We thank you for the new and fresh spirit in the air as we prepare and make ready for the singing of the angels, the running of the shepherds, and the announcement of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.   
At this time in our world there are so many thoughts and requests for those in harm’s way, for those who are hungry, for the use of your wisdom in government decisions, your peace for those who mourn, for meaning and stability in our jobs, for a peaceful future for our children and youth … we pray, Lord, for your guidance and your leading.
Lord, on this fourth Sunday of Advent we also are reminded that we are led by you to care for others and to spread joy to those in need.  * “Remind us and lead us to do as you call us to do”*
For children, youth and young adults who are at risk, to help in the leadership development in colleges and seminaries, Presbyterian-related schools and assisting our church leaders who are now retired and in need of support … we remember that you said, “Whenever you feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, visit the prisoner, you do it to me.”  Help us, Lord, to know when and how to help others you put in our path as we offer this prayer in the name of the Christ Child as He later taught us how to pray:

The Lord’s Prayer	(Using debts, debtors or, sins, sinners or trespasses, trespassers)

Minute for Ministry		Christmas Joy Offering Story		Reader  



The Offering	                                           Christmas Joy Offering  		Minister
This Offering supports children at risk,
youth and young adults, leadership development for people of color,
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color,
and the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.
	
	Offertory

+	Doxology & Prayer of Dedication

+	Closing Hymn    Choose one
		“Watchman Tell Us of the Night”	GTG 97
		“Come Thou Long -Expected Jesus”	GTG 82
		“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”	GTG 88	
	
+	Benediction	Celtic Blessing	Minister
	May the road rise to meet you;
	May the wind be at your back;
	May the sun shine warm upon your face;
	The rains fall soft upon your fields;
	And, until we meet again,
	May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
	 We go in peace and service to the Lord.
                                                            
Postlude 
Excerpts of the prayers of the people have been inspired from “Remind Us” by Ewan Aitken, 50 New Prayers from the Iona Community, edited by Neil Paynter, Wild Goose Publications, 21 Carlton Court, Glasgow G5 9JP, UK  2012   
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