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San Diego
Grant monies were sent to the Presbytery of San Diego to create a new Borderlands 
Ministry position. This position coordinates aid resources across congregations and 
the border and is working with congregations on advocacy efforts for immigrants 
to be resilient, self-sufficient and capable of advocating for their own rights. This 
position also coordinates across diverse religious groups, demonstrating faith as a 
force for unity and peace. Being in California and a target of the administration’s 
ICE enforcement, this position is critical in empowering congregations to respond to 
enforcement action.

The Rev. Dr. Sean M. Chow, executive director of the Presbytery of San Diego, writes 
in the grant application, “The situation for immigrants trying to enter the United 
States, let alone continue to stay here, are complex and ever-changing. High rates 
of deportations and low rates of asylum persist, and immigration reform is far from 
happening. In this ever-changing climate, the Presbytery of San Diego stands as a 
border presbytery to engage these issues. … We cannot ignore the issues that are all 
around San Diego, and we must engage with our whole being.” 

New York 
A partner based in New York, who is choosing to remain anonymous, is uniquely 
made up of immigrants and for immigrants. The organization is made up of migrants 
and consists of only an executive director. The migrants steer the organization with 
the executive director, mostly acting in administrative work and interpretation. 
A PDA grant was approved to help fund their leadership program. The program 
empowers immigrants to advocate for themselves and organize. This year’s leadership 
program focused on empowering immigrants on what to do in the face of increasing 
immigration enforcement and how to defend their communities through advocacy. 

Photo courtesy of Presbytery of San Diego

Migration Accompaniment Ministry
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Miami 
First Spanish Presbyterian Church of Miami in Florida has a history of helping 
migrants. In the 1980s, this congregation opened an immigrant resource center 
to respond to the many refugees escaping the civil wars in Central America. The 
PDA grant supports opening a new immigrant resource center to respond to the 
immigration enforcement crisis in their community today. They host know-your-
rights trainings and connect immigrants with direct aid in their communities and 
through the church. The center also helps immigrants with wellness, from health 
education to financial literacy. 

Border Solar Panel Project 
PDA’s Migration Accompaniment Ministry, alongside several local Texas-Mexico 
border organizations, funded a solar panel project for a refugee shelter in Mexico. 
This shelter serves as a vital refuge for a transient population of asylum seekers, 
refugees and migrants. At any given time, the shelter accommodates between 300 
and 2,500 individuals. For years, the shelter has had 
problems getting consistent electricity from the city, 
which limited the shelter’s ability to refrigerate food, 
provide light at night, purify water and charge phones. 
The new solar panels were installed by Solidarity 
Engineering, a nonprofit organization of engineers. 
Solidarity Engineering’s mission is to provide life-
saving infrastructure, essential supplies and education 
to displaced and vulnerable communities at the border 
and beyond. The funds provided by PDA will also pay 
for maintenance of the solar panels until 2030.

Solidarity Engineering shared, “We are deeply 
appreciative of the trust you have placed in us. Your 
funding has not only helped us overcome significant financial constraints but 
has also underscored the importance of collaborative efforts in tackling complex 
humanitarian challenges.” 

Photos courtesy of First Spanish Presbyterian ChurchPhotos courtesy of Solidarity Engineering
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Grassroots Screenings and Documentary Previews
In 2025, over 30 communities hosted Counter Stories Productions film screenings. 
The most recent documentary, “Evicting the American Dream,” premiered in March 
2025 and was released for streaming on Amazon Prime later in the fall.

Dr. Katherine Rowell, a sociology professor and co-producer of “Evicting the 
American Dream,” shares, “Dialogue and awareness are often the first steps to action. 
It is hoped that this (film) resource can help foster conversations not just about 
eviction and housing affordability but also help with broader discussions of housing 
and human rights.”

For more information, including trailers, resource guides and information about how 
to host a screening, go to pcusa.org/csp. 

Gun Violence Prevention Documentary 
Listening sessions and interviews have taken place in Philadelphia, Detroit, and 
Albuquerque and Santa Fe, New Mexico, alongside organizations doing intersectional 
work of community violence intervention and gun violence prevention. Additional 
production will take place in 2026.

Miranda Viscoli, co-president of New Mexicans to Prevent Gun Violence, shared, 
“Conversations around gun violence are crucial if we want to prevent it. Today in 
class, we had a speaker talk about his experiences with gun violence, including both 
the violence he had committed and the people he had lost. Afterward, a student asked 
if she could talk to me. She told me about how she had lost her father to gun violence. 
While it was difficult for her to talk about, it was apparent that after hearing his story, 
she felt there was a space for her to tell a trusted adult.

“It was a great experience to have Counter Stories Productions interview our youth 
and our team. The youth were very excited to be in the film and have their voices 
amplified. It gave them the belief that their voices and work matter when it comes to 
gun violence prevention.” 

Counter Stories Productions

Photo by Michelle Muñiz

Photo by Michelle Muñiz

http://pcusa.org/csp


Presbyterian Disaster Assistance     |     2120     |     MOSAIC

Race and Racism Series’ New Edit 
The four-episode series, originally released in 2022 under the title “Trouble the 
Water,” is currently in the editing process to become one feature-length film to 
be distributed on streaming platforms. The new/updated version will include new 
footage, interviews and a revised resource guide.

David Barnhart, director and producer of Counter Stories Productions and PDA’s 
associate for story ministry, said, “So many people have worked on this over the 
years, and it really is an incredible opportunity to amplify these voices and counter 
stories on streaming platforms to a worldwide audience as a feature-length film. In 
this time of ICE detentions, white nationalism, and the banning/rewriting of racial 
history, our hope is that this film can be a resource for gathering around these 
stories, having challenging but urgent and honest conversations, and collectively 
working together to reimagine and co-create a just community for all.” 

Environmental Racism Documentary 
Filming for a production focused on environmental racism and industrial pollution 
has taken place in Kentucky and North Carolina. While in Kentucky, the 
focus has been on the long-term effects of ethylene oxide in local communities. 
Conversations in North Carolina have been alongside leaders of the Tuscarora 
Nation who have been affected by the construction on ancestral burial sites and 
pollution in their rivers.

Jane Jacobs, a member of the Tuscarora Nation of North Carolina, shares, “The 
effects of environmental racism on Indigenous nations of North Carolina are 
tremendous. It’s made it where we’re not able to hunt and gather the way that we 
always did, which is very detrimental to our culture as a whole. That has been our 
way of life, and what we would like to continue to carry on and pass on to our 
children. The tribal communities need to be lifted.” 

Photo by Michelle Muñiz Photo by Abigail Donkor
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Photo by Lynn Nakashian

Photo by Rich Copley
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In 2025, because of your generous support... 
PDA was able to provide more than $6.3 million in 36 countries and 28 states 

(including Puerto Rico); support more than 2,000 work team volunteers equivalent 
to more than $1.6 million in volunteer time to help rebuild communities affected 

by disaster; deploy 147 National Response Team members to 42 presbyteries; 
offer more than $1.7 million in Migration Accompaniment Ministry grants; 
present Emotional & Spiritual Care programs to more than 800 individuals; 

premiere PDA’s 6th documentary, “Evicting the American Dream,” and screen it 
in 19 cities; and with Church World Service, aid in the collection and distribution of 

more than 141,000 Gift of the Heart Kits and blankets. Thank you!

To support our work, visit pcusa.org/givePDA

Connect with us! Email PDA@pcusa.org or visit pcusa.org/PDAstaff  
for a list of staff and advisory committee members.  

For volunteer information, visit pcusa.org/PDAvolunteersites,  
email pda.callcenter@pcusa.org or call 866-732-6121.

PDS #25412-26-001

pcusa.org/givePDA

A ministry of Presbyterian Life & Witness

http://pcusa.org/PDAvolunteersites
mailto:pda.callcenter@pcusa.org

