Advent Guide - Welcoming the Holy Family, Standing with Immigrants

This Advent guide weaves the journeys told in Luke 2:1-7
and Matthew 2:11-15 with the lived realities of
immigrants and refugees today. Each day offers Scripture,
PCUSA social witness policy, reflection, current policy
context, practical actions, and prayer for communities
seeking justice and compassion. There are 6 sessions,
meant to be used weekly through Advent and Epiphany.
However, the injustices and problems identified will not
disappear after the celebration of Christ’s birth, so feel
free to continue to use this guide and resources as
needed.

Photo credit: Amanda Craft, PCUSA

As we enter this season of peace shaped by God’s wholeness expressed in the birth of
Jesus, may the materials included here provide a space to practice skills of inclusion and
organizing. Practicing these skills encourage communities to engage in peacemaking.

225" General Assembly (2022) of the PCUSA - “On Declaring the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) to Be a Sanctuary and Accompaniment Church” states we do hereby declare the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to be a “Sanctuary and Accompaniment Church” that
supports and encourages its congregations, mid councils, and members to support
immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and their children, and to resist efforts by the
government to separate families.

Advocacy and accompaniment should be centered and guided by the impacted or
vulnerable community, and therefore, it is important to understand levels of risk. Please
consider the following questions before planning and while participating in action:

1. How closely related is your congregation or mid council to the immigrant
community?

a. Isyour congregation a majority immigrant church, a mixed church, ora
majority US-born church? If your church is a majority US-born church, are
there other ways members could be at risk?

b. Isyour mid council comprised of a mix of immigrant and US-born members?

2. How much risk do you carry regarding possible interaction with immigration
enforcement?

a. Couldyou be directly impacted?

b. Could loved ones be impacted?

c. Could community members be impacted?



Could the congregation be impacted?
Could the mid council be impacted?
How can you mitigate risk?
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Do you have an emergency or contingency plan to address risk or potential

engagement with immigration or other law enforcement?

3. What are the gifts and limitations of your congregation or mid council to engage in
immigrant accompaniment or advocacy?

a. Afew examples of gifts with immigrant communities — Are a part of or
connected with the immigrant community, are a part of immigrant led and
immigrant rights coalitions, support an immigration bond fund, sponsor
and/or housing families, contribute to a food ministry, provide emotional and
spiritual care, participate in regular letter-writing campaigns, vigils, and
Congressional visits, and maintain relationships with local and state leaders.
How can you maximize your gifts?

What limitations can you identify?

d. How canyou be honest and gentle with your weaknesses? Who can you

partner with to address those limitations?

Visit the PCUSA Office of Public Witness, Holy Discontentment: Grassroots Advocacy and
Organizing in the PC(USA) to learn more about advocacy and organizing in the church.


https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/OPW-Holy-Discontentment-Relaunch_2025_10.pdf
https://pcusa.org/sites/default/files/2025-10/OPW-Holy-Discontentment-Relaunch_2025_10.pdf

Session 1: Census Journey: No Room at the Inn
Scripture: Luke 2:1-7 - Mary and Joseph travel; Jesus is born and laid in a manger.

Mary and Joseph travel under imperial orders. Fm—mm e m e e e e e e e e m——— = —
211th General Assembly (1999): The United

States government should ensure that the
constitutional rights of refugees, asylum seekers,
and immigrants to due process of law are
protected.
necessary services echo today’s migrants who e e il

They are met with overcrowded lodging,
displacement, and limited access to assistance
at the Christ child’s birth. Displacement,
crowded lodging, and restricted access to

move under forces beyond their control.
Policy Context:

Today, enforcement-first policies expand detention and surveillance while eroding due

process protections make access to lawful protection almost impossible. Raising non-
waivable fees for asylum and work permits putimmeasurable burdens on communities
seeking safety. Decisions made in bills like H.R. 1 (One Big Beautiful Bill Act 2025/0BBBA)
drastically limit immigrants’ access to essential services.

Discussion:

* Where do we see “no room” in our city, and how can we create space? Who should we
connect and collaborate with to do this work?

Advent Action:

Make room by creating a congregational or mid council fund to cover initial asylum/EAD
fees; coordinate rides to legal appointments; investigate if a list of vetted, trusted legal
professionals exists in your area and share it with community, if no list exists talk with other
trusted partners in the immigrant rights community to create one.

Prayer:

God of the manger, help communities open doors to those seeking shelter and hope.


https://www.globalrefuge.org/news/how-does-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-impact-refugees-and-other-immigrants/
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/Campaigns/128396/Respond

Session 2: Gifts and Provision: Visitors from Afar
Scripture: Matthew 2:11 - Magi bring gifts to the child Jesus.

220" General Assembly (2008), PCUSA encourages the
support of pastors and congregations whose members and
ministries are directly impacted by the immigration crisis; and
lift up the gifts they bring to church.

Provisions arrive from unexpected guests. By organizing and
mobilizing within the community, finding out needs and
creating ways for accessibility become possible. Community

Photo credit: Amanda Craft, PCUSA resources can sustain families in crisis.

Policy Context:

Benefit restrictions for refugees/asylees who do not have their residency limit access to
food and health care, increasing reliance on local support based on policy decisions made
in H.R. 1 (OBBBA).

Discussion:

* What “gold, frankincense, and myrrh” can our church offer today? How can our
community also organize gifts to meet needs?

Advent Action:

Organize a gift card drive for groceries and clinic fees; provide support to food banks; reach
out to service providers and immigrant-led organizations in the area to learn how you can
help.

Write to your federal lawmakers urging them to reconsider harmful policies in H.R. 1 and
write to your stated and local lawmakers to ask about how gaps in services might be filled.

Prayer:

God of provision, multiply gifts so families can access services and meet needs.


https://refugees.org/h-r-1s-impacts-on-refugees-and-forcibly-displaced-populations/
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/Campaigns/128396/Respond

Session 3: Warning in a Dream: Safety First
Scripture: Matthew 2:12 - Warning to avoid danger

211" General Assembly (1999): Refugees, asylum seekers,
and immigrants should be treated humanely and justly in
government policies and in our communities.

We are the

God’s warning protects life. The Holy Family faithfully follows N 5! - B coamathersoline
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suffering, trusted information is critical. To access trusted ¥
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information, legal counsel can provide protection and Photo credit: Kristen Gaydos, PCUSA
guidance to asylum seekers.

Policy Context:

The historically low presidential determination for refugee admission, halting all asylum
applications, halting green card applications, canceling citizenship ceremonies,
heightened screening for refugees and others on humanitarian statuses who were
previously vetted, increased fees for asylum applications, expediting removals, expanded
use of detention, family separation, and returning individuals with credible fear are actions
that place at-risk and vulnerable communities in situations of incredible danger.

Discussion:

¢ How can we be trustworthy partners in community safety in our neighborhoods,
especially for those who are vulnerable? What organizations should we connect with to be
a part of this work?

Advent Action:

Host “Know Your Rights”(KYR) workshops with local attorneys and pass out KYR cards;
check about a hotline for those in danger of arrest and detention to share with community
and to ask how you can support these efforts; engage with refugee resettlement agencies
in your state to find out how you can help.

Prayer:

Guardian God, guide those fleeing danger to paths of safety. For those who are risking
danger to be part of providing support and assistance.


https://rcusa.org/action-alert-decry-trump-administrations-cruel-hateful-policies-that-threaten-hundreds-of-thousands-of-lives/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/know-your-rights-what-to-do-if-arrested-detained-immigration/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/know-your-rights-card/
https://readynowapp.org/
https://acf.gov/orr/map/find-resources-and-contacts-your-state
https://acf.gov/orr/map/find-resources-and-contacts-your-state

Session 4: Flight to Egypt: Crossing for Survival
Scripture: Matthew 2:13-15 - the Holy Family flees to Egypt to escape violence.

PCUS, 1947 Assembly statement: We call upon our Church to uphold
the American tradition of sanctuary for the oppressed. [L]et us open ...
our hearts, our homes and our churches.

The Holy Family becomes refugees. They cross a border into a foreign
land. Many families today cross borders seeking safety and dignity.

“Flight into Egypt” by He Qi. Used with permission. © He Qi. All rights reserved.

Policy Context:

New apprehension fees and detention expansion penalize border crossers regardless of
protection needs. The increase of detention includes detaining families and children, even
those who are registered with the Office of Refugee Resettlement and have viable credible
fear cases.

Discussion:

¢ What does faithful hospitality look like at border and interior checkpoints? How are
compassion and human dignity built in these moments? How does mercy lead a response?

Advent Action:

Partner with shelters to provide travel kits: diapers, hygiene items, phone cards; volunteer
with detention visitation programs; create or donate to immigration bond funds; participate
in local vigils and actions in support of immigrant communities.

Write to your federal lawmakers, urging them to reverse harmful policies that will be
implemented due to H.R. 1 (OBBBA).

Prayer:

Refugee Christ, walk with families forced to flee. Help carry them and their burdens. Help
deliver them safely. Help leaders understand the needs to provide critical assistance,
support, and protection.


https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title8-section1815&num=0&edition=prelim#sourcecredit
https://www.nilc.org/resources/new-funding-increases-immigration-enforcement/
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/Campaigns/128396/Respond

Session 5: Manger Hospitality: Local Welcome
Scripture: Luke 2:7 - Jesus laid in a manger in an improvised shelter

Improvised spaces become holy when they shelter life.
Churches can be places of welcome and refuge. Many
communities come to church to be their whole selves. They
come to cry together; they come to laugh together. They
come to share each other’s burdens; they come to celebrate
each other’s joys. Church may look different in today’s
climate, but it is where the faithful gather to celebrate God’s

light. Photo credit: Randy Hobson, PCUSA

171st General Assembly (1959) of the UPCUSA Believes that the refugee [crisis]is a
continuing one and that real solutions must be based on political and social justice,
international cooperation, and the recognition of fundamental human rights.

Policy Context:

Cuts to SNAP/Medicaid/CHIP for many lawfully present immigrants and their families,

increase housing and food insecurity. Decisions to rescind policies that protected sensitive
locations make it risky and dangerous for people to gather to worship, to go to school, and
to seek medical assistance.

Discussion:

¢ What makes life uncertain for families, especially immigrant families? Who else in our
community is asking similar questions and providing support?

Advent Action:

Support organizations offering temporary housing or rental assistance; coordinate food
pantry deliveries to immigrant and migrant households; organize and mobilize in your mid
councils — how to accompany those most at risk and create emergency plans for possible
immigration enforcement actions.

Prayer:

God of shelter, let our spaces echo your welcome.


https://lulac.org/impact_of_hr_1_one_big_beautiful_bill_act_on_immigrants_and_children_of_immigrants_who_are_us_citizens/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/factsheet-trumps-rescission-of-protected-areas-policies-undermines-safety-for-all/

Session 6: Shepherds & Story: Sharing Good News

Scripture: Luke 2:8-12 - Good news shared with those outside systems of power

The first withesses are workers on the margins who 202nd General Assembly (1990) PC(Eé\
provide essential labor to support life and community. I affirms that a just and compassionate U.S.
They were first afraid of the angel and the immigration policy must, in concert with the
announcement. Then, they arrive at the birth rejoicing United Nations Universal Declaration of
the Christ child’s birth. Being a part of God’s good Human Rights, ensure “everyone has the
. . right to work, to free choice of employment,
news, means community-guided advocacy starts by I ) -
to just and favorable conditions of work.”

centering the voices of those most affected. —_

Policy Context:

Increased fees for work authorization, higher fees for access to employment-based visas,

and reverifications can disrupt immigrant workers and employers.
Discussion:

* How do we connect and partner with immigrant worker coalitions? How do we amplify
immigrant worker stories without risking them in advocacy efforts?

Advent Action:

Connect with worker-rights organizations; host worker rights clinics; create rapid response
teams; have community emergency plans for possible workplace raids by immigration
enforcement.

Prayer:

God of good news, empower workers and coalitions that organize around worker needs.

Additional Resources:

Immigration changes forimmigrant communities - https://usahello.org/safety/

Analysis of H.R. 1 (OBBBA 2025) immigration provisions - American Immigration Council
Factsheet - https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/fact-sheet/big-beautiful-bill-
immigration-border-security/

Tell Congress: Reject Deadly Budget Bill Funding Mass Detention and Deportation from the
PCUSA Office of Public Witness (overview of impacts of H.R. 1 on immigrant communities)
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/Campaigns/128396/Respond



https://nipnlg.org/sites/default/files/2025-07/Final-Fee-Increases-HR1.pdf
https://usahello.org/safety/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/fact-sheet/big-beautiful-bill-immigration-border-security/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/fact-sheet/big-beautiful-bill-immigration-border-security/
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/PCUSA/Campaigns/128396/Respond

Anti-immigrant policies included in H.R. 1 - https://www.nilc.org/resources/the-anti-
immigrant-policies-in-trumps-final-big-beautiful-bill-explained/

Refugee Council USA guidance and action alerts on refugee and asylum -
https://rcusa.org/action-alert-decry-trump-administrations-cruel-hateful-policies-that-
threaten-hundreds-of-thousands-of-lives/

Lamenting Increased Militarism in Our City Streets from the PCUSA Office of Public
Witness - https://www.votervoice.net/PCUSA/Campaigns/129550/Respond

Church World Service — Stop collective punishment of refugees and asylum seekers -
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-stop-collective-punishment-of-refugees-
and-asylum-seekers-after-tragic-shooting/



https://www.nilc.org/resources/the-anti-immigrant-policies-in-trumps-final-big-beautiful-bill-explained/
https://www.nilc.org/resources/the-anti-immigrant-policies-in-trumps-final-big-beautiful-bill-explained/
https://rcusa.org/action-alert-decry-trump-administrations-cruel-hateful-policies-that-threaten-hundreds-of-thousands-of-lives/
https://rcusa.org/action-alert-decry-trump-administrations-cruel-hateful-policies-that-threaten-hundreds-of-thousands-of-lives/
https://www.votervoice.net/PCUSA/Campaigns/129550/Respond
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-stop-collective-punishment-of-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-after-tragic-shooting/
https://cwsglobal.org/action-alerts/take-action-stop-collective-punishment-of-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-after-tragic-shooting/

