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Minute for Mission
“I will pour out my Spirit on every kind of people.” (Acts 2:16, The Message)

Who doesn’t love a birthday cake, complete with lots of candles to blow out? Especially young people, whom Jesus intentionally welcomed and included in his earthly ministry.
Pentecost is the birthday of the Church — when God poured out the Holy Spirit upon those gathered to witness to God’s mighty works in the languages of people all over the world. Pentecost is also a day to look back on what has been, to reminisce and celebrate the journey of the community of faith bound together in Christ and pray for a hopeful future. Especially for the youngest among us, whom Jesus called to come to him. 
Pentecost is like a picture album, giving us a glimpse into the Church’s past. It reminds us that the Church’s story is not complete, like those empty pages at the end of an album. With this year’s Pentecost celebration, we can begin to fill the remaining pages with pictures not yet taken. 
As things ebb and flow all around us, we trust in the One who breathes life into us and provides a way when we feel there is no way. God, through the Holy Spirit, raises up leaders and charges us as the community of faith to nurture our youth and young adults in faith, to give them the tools they need to flourish as children of God. 
Through our gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we have an opportunity to join with other Presbyterians to support the faith of young people all around the globe who enrich the Church with creativity and vibrancy. This is an opportunity to be like those first Christians and share the Good News we know in Christ Jesus. 
Our gifts enable the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to work to correct the lack of access to education for children-at-risk, nurture the faith and vocation of youth and create space for young adults to explore and grow as leaders in Christ’s church. These vital ministries give us new pictures to add to our photo albums of faith. 
The Pentecost Offering has helped us fulfill our baptismal promises since 1998. We commit to working with God, adding new pictures to our albums and continuing the story of our faith community that draws us closer to God whom we meet through the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and every day.
Please give generously. When we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray:
O God, may we follow the leading of your Holy Spirit as we celebrate Pentecost Sunday. Give us grace as we look back and hope for the future that is in your hands alone. May our gifts inspire all children, youth and young adults to faith in your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray, Amen.
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