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Minute for Mission
The Greatest Love of All
The children are our future. Teach them well and let them lead the way.
I bet some of you remember that song as performed by Whitney Houston in the 1980s. It is called “The Greatest Love of All.” 
What greater love is there than God’s love for the children? Over the past few weeks, we have heard stories from those who have come to know the loving presence of God through transformational experiences – made possible, in part, through the Pentecost Offering.
While serving as a Young Adult Volunteer, Steffan Johnson was placed in several programs to help people in need in New Orleans. The experience was so impactful that Steffan has moved forward to serve in the PC(USA)’s Asia Pacific and Africa offices. Now he continues to share the greatest love of all – God’s love, as it was shared with him – with as many people as he can touch.
It is so important that we support young people because a foundation of faith established during childhood through young adulthood helps ensure lifelong faith and service. The programs we support through the Pentecost Offering help young people embrace the true meaning of God’s love in their own lives. 
Grace Blackstock definitely felt that love as a program volunteer for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium. Held every three years, the Youth Triennium is a gathering that draws over 3,000 high-school-age youth, youth leaders and young adults from the U.S. and internationally. Gina Yeager-Buckley, manager of Presbyterian Youth Triennium, said that like Grace, “most young Presbyterians have deeply rooted ideas about how to offer service, spiritual practice and witness.” 
The Pentecost Offering is also dedicated to helping children at risk through the “Educate a Child, Transform the World” national initiative. One such program is La Escuelita Learning Hub — a ministry of Beechmont Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, which serves some 30 children and youth from refugee and new immigrant families. La Escuelita (ES-kweh-LITA) offers trauma-informed care including homework help, enrichment activities, ESL assistance and family case-management support. 
Forty percent of the Pentecost Offering stays right here in our own church so we can provide support, inspiration, guidance and encouragement as well — whether it is with programs like our own [ADD YOUR OWN STORY] or by providing the means to support our youths’ participation in the upcoming Triennium scheduled for July 2025. 
Through our gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we are sharing the greatest love of all — God’s love. And what better gift could we possibly give our children than the gift of faith, and love, to last a lifetime?  

Let us Pray ~
God of love, draw us together in your Holy Spirit with all your children. May we shape the next generation even as we are shaped by them, and transform each of us through the power of your love. Amen. 
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