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Minute for Mission
Church Leadership Opportunities Are a Teen’s Dream Come True
Grace Blackstock knew that she wasn’t dreaming. Yet when the 18-year-old Denver native was tapped to help plan this year’s Presbyterian Youth Triennium— themed, not coincidentally, “As If We Were Dreaming” — she practically had to pinch herself.
Held every three years, Triennium is a gathering that draws over 3,000 high-school-age youth, youth leaders and young adults from the U.S. and internationally. 
Grace, a member of Wellshire Presbyterian Church in Denver, found the Triennium’s production team process to be both exciting and new.
Encouraging young leaders like Grace to share their unique gifts with the church and the world is what the Pentecost Offering, one of the PC(USA)’s four Special Offerings, is all about.
For over 25 years, the Pentecost Offering has been empowering young people by providing financial support to the Office of Presbyterian Youth and Triennium, the Young Adult Volunteer Program and the Educate a Child, Transform the World national initiative.
Forty percent of the Pentecost Offering is retained by our congregation for our ministries with young people in our community, while the remaining 60% is used to support children at risk, and youth and young adults through ministries of the Interim Unified Agency. (TALK ABOUT HOW THE OFFERING WILL BE USED BY YOUR CONGREGATION)  
Gina Yeager-Buckley, manager of the Office of Presbyterian Youth and Triennium, said, “Young leaders are a gift who are all too often seen more as ‘developing leaders,’ which is a shame because many young Presbyterians have deeply rooted ideas about how to offer hospitality, service, spiritual practice and witness. Our younger Triennium production team members, like Grace, and our volunteers shake up what has been done in order to do what is needed now; what will have the deepest impact for ‘the young soul.’”
Grace’s experience on the production team made her curious about additional volunteer leadership opportunities in the PC(USA), so she spent two weeks last summer as an intern, dividing her time between the national offices in Louisville and the Office of Public Witness in Washington, D.C. 
Her firsthand experience in seeing how the Office of Public Witness works to influence policy to align with the beliefs of the Church was an experience that may indeed prove instrumental in shaping her future vocational path. She was initially going to apply to college as “undecided,” but instead opted for political science and public policy.
Grace invites us all to give generously to the Pentecost Offering and says, “It’s important that young people like me are given the resources we need to thrive within the church.” 
And as we always say, when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. Please give generously.

Let us pray~
O Lord, we give thanks for all young people who are listening for your call to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with you. May our gifts be a blessing to young people all around the world. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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