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Minute for Mission
Risking Everything to Choose Life
It was a cold Sunday in January. “M” and her family sat huddled together near a back pew of the Beechmont Presbyterian Church in Louisville. (For this message, we will just be referring to her simply as “M” to preserve her anonymity at her request.) The family had walked to church — but their 1½-mile walk to worship that morning was nothing compared with the dangerous passage they had just endured.
Because “M” and her children had been threatened with violence in their native country by cartels demanding money, she decided to risk everything — traveling by foot through six countries, across a dangerous river and through a treacherous jungle to seek asylum and start a new life with family in the U.S.  
“They came to church with all their kids, stayed for our potluck and told us their story,” said the Rev. Debbie Braaksma, parish associate at Beechmont.
“M” spoke of crossing a jungle without any food or supplies for her frightened family, urging them to keep going while she carried her disabled, teenaged son on her back.
Beechmont member Sylvette Rivera Pabon came to know “M” and her two youngest children, now 10 and 13 years old, when they later enrolled in La Escuelita Learning Hub (SAY ES-KWEH-LITA), the congregation’s after-school program, which Sylvette directs.  
[bookmark: _Hlk183174268]Originally launched by the church and the Presbyterian Hispanic Latino Ministry of Preston Highway, La Escuelita services some 30 children and youth from refugee and new immigrant families — like “M’s” — offering them trauma-informed care, including homework help, enrichment activities, ESL assistance and family case management support.
Addressing the needs of vulnerable children is what the Pentecost Offering — one of the PC(USA)’s four Special Offerings — is all about. Not only do gifts to the Pentecost Offering benefit children at risk through the “Educate a Child, Transform the World” national initiative, but the Offering also encourages, develops and supports the church’s young people through the Young Adult Volunteer program and the Presbyterian Youth Triennium. 
Forty percent of the Pentecost Offering is retained by individual congregations like ours for our own ministries with young people, while the remaining 60% is used to support children at risk, youth and young adults through the ministries of the Interim Unified Agency. 
Since that cold January day, “M” has become very engaged in both the Presbyterian Hispanic Latino Ministry of Preston Highway and the church, where she has served as a volunteer at Beechmont’s Vacation Bible School and ensures that her children attend Sunday school every week. 
We can make a very real difference in the lives of young people at risk who need us. When we give to the Pentecost Offering, we join in welcoming, loving and affirming all children as Jesus does and calls us to do. And when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray~
Holy God, You are the source of our hope in a world filled with violence and fear. Thank you for faithful people who walk alongside those who flee their homes and homelands. We pray that all can know the comfort of your embrace. Amen. 
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