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Disaster Preparation

Presbyterian Women/Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
Commissioning Unity Service
To prepare for the service, gather candles of different heights, diameters and colors and a large tray that will act as a base on which the candles are placed. There will be one large pillar Unity Candle in the center. This will become the worship centerpiece that symbolizes the diversity of the leaders and gifts and the unity of God’s people.
Leader: “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to God.” Matthew 5: 14-16 NRSV

All: In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise God.
HYMN: “Will You Come and Follow Me” (GTG #726)
Choosing Commitment 
Leader: “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when God’s people dwell in unity” Psalms 133:1. As Presbyterian Women, we come together to celebrate God’s presence in our midst, to discern what God is calling us to do in our communities, and to commit ourselves to the task set before us. Let us remember the promises we have made, by reciting our purpose:

All: Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:  

•
to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,

•
to support the mission of the church worldwide,

•
to work for justice and peace, and 

•
to build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Choosing Service
Leader: “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:14. 

Leader: God has called you to serve others by sharing your gifts.  Please declare your desire to accept God’s call by answering the following questions: Will you respond to God’s call for your life even if it takes you to do unfamiliar things?

Commissioned:  With God’s help, we will go, we will grow, we will train and we will love. 

Leader: Will you leave your own worries and doubts behind and care for all you meet with equal love and kindness?

Commissioned: With God’s help, we will risk, we will dare, we will care and we will love.

Leader: Will you train with knowledge and passion, aware of God’s love for you and for those you serve? 

Commissioned: With God’s help, we will learn, we will accept, we will convey and we will love. 

All: Lord, you call our names and we follow you. Your love makes us changed people. May we live and move and grow in you
Leader: You have declared your willingness to serve God’s people. We welcome your service and we will support you in this work to which you have been called. You are now duly commissioned as Trainers for Disaster Preparation. (Present scarves).

Charge and Benediction
Leader: “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:58 

(As the leader says each name they will come forward and choose a candle and light/touch the Unity candle. After touching the Unity Candle those commissioned should stay up front and face the congregation.)
Leader: Choose light,

All: so that others will see God’s way.

Leader: Choose commitment,

All: so that others will be free.

Leader: Choose to witness,

ALL: so that others will find hope.

Leader: Choose service,

All: so that others will praise God’s name.

Leader: Choose love, and may you be blessed and be a blessing.

HYMN: “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service” (GTG  #761)

GTG: Glory to God Presbyterian Hymnal,

Westminster John Knox Press 2013

Selections from Magdalena I Garcia PW Installation 2013
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