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         Initial Response

Initial Response Checklist

Name(s) of NRT/NVT member(s) completing this form:

Description of disaster:


Type of disaster (tornado, shooting, etc.)?


Date disaster occurred?


State and city/cities affected?


Synod(s) & Presbytery/Presbyteries affected?

Presbytery Contact information:


Who was your first contact? 
If not the Presbytery, why not?

Presbytery Capacity


Is there a Presbytery Task Force or Disaster Response Committee?  
If not, who is coordinating Presbytery efforts and connecting with the VOAD call?  
Is there a Mission Committee?  
How will they be involved?


Has anyone in the Presbytery participated in a PDA training?  
Is there a PDA NRT or NVT member in the Presbytery?

Create a list of potential Presbyterians who may benefit from Long-Term Recovery Orientation training.

Is there a Presbytery disaster plan?   
If so, does this plan include designs for hosting volunteers and working with spontaneous volunteers?

What percentage of people in the affected area identifies themselves as Presbyterian?  
Is there a Presbyterian Church in the affected community?  Was there ever one? 

Congregational Contact


Were you invited/given permission to contact affected congregations and pastors? 


How were these congregations impacted? 
Did you speak to or visit the pastor(s)?

Did any congregation seem interested in leading in the recovery or offer to make facilities available for hosting?

Who are the active members of the congregation who also know the community? 

Community Impact


How big is the affected area? 


What has the affect been on utilities?  
How long was electricity disrupted?  Is water available/safe to drink?


How many homes were damaged?  ______ Destroyed ? ______


How many affected families own their homes? ________  How many rent? __________


What percentage of the affected population has the following characteristics?



Have sufficient insurance coverage _____



English as a second language ______



Lower income/poor 
______



Disability  ______



Unemployed due to disaster   ______



Use public transportation  ______


Community Resource Mapping


Are shelters still open?  

Are meals still available?

 
What local community organizations have responded to the disaster (i.e. community 
development agencies, non-profit organizations and churches)?  
Have you or the Presbytery 
leaders met with the leadership of these organizations. 


Is there a community center where needs are registered?


Is there a volunteer coordination site? (i.e. Red Cross, United Way)


What local leadership has stepped forward to lead in the response? 


How do people get information about meetings and resources?  (TV, Radio, Internet, 
Newspapers, flyers, posters)
What other recovery organizations are present? (UMCOR, Southern Baptist Men, Lutheran Disaster Response, Catholic Charities, Red Cross, Salvation Army, United Church of Christ, Church of Christ Disciples, American Baptists, etc.)


Has there been a State Disaster Declaration?  
A Presidential Declaration?  
Does the Federal Declaration include individual and family assistance?  
If so, when is the FEMA meeting?  

Are representatives from the Presbytery going?  
Have you checked in at FEMA’s Joint Field Office (JFO)?


Is there a local or state VOAD?  
Who is on the call for the Presbyterians? 


Is there a long-term recovery organization?  
Who will attend on behalf of Presbytery? 

Are there spontaneous volunteers already in the area?  What is the level of outside offers of assistance?  

Are there donation collection centers? 
What are they collecting?

Is there a donation management system in place?  
Is there a warehouse for donated goods? 

Who is managing it?


Is anyone currently hosting volunteers?  
Are others making offers of hospitality for volunteers from outside the disaster area?  
Who is managing them?  (i.e. registering offers and matching with skills.)
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