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Minute for Mission
Empowering Indigenous Women Bring Hope and Healing
When Nathana Bird chose to follow a passion for community organizing, she found a path that led her home to New Mexico.
Raised in Ohkay Owingeh [ō-k ā ō-wing-ā], Nathana was looking for deeper purpose and connection with people from backgrounds like her own. 
She was trying to find her story within the narrative of her people, to embody the wisdom that has been passed down to her from the mothers and grandmothers in her life. 
Like Nathana, Talavi Denipah Cook, also originally from Ohkay Owingeh, had left to study environmental and conservation biology but ultimately found the pull of her people to be all but irresistible.
She wanted to help the people know how to connect with the earth, work to combat climate change and do better for the world.
Both of their journeys led them to Tewa Women United (TWU), a multicultural, multiracial, nonprofit organization founded and led by Native women, where Nathana currently serves as interim executive director and Talavi as program manager for Environmental Health and Justice.
[bookmark: _Hlk175747323]Named for the Tewa concept wi don gi mu, which translates to “we are one,” the organization is committed to strengthening leadership for Native women and girls, addressing environmental, social, racial and gender justice concerns, shaping policy and reclaiming the people’s agricultural legacy.  
And it is thanks to a grant from the Presbyterian Hunger Program, made possible by Presbyterians’ generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, that TWU’s life-giving initiatives bring hope and healing to Indigenous women and girls while its food justice programs help connect youth with their elders, their people’s traditions and the land. 
[bookmark: _Hlk174453907]TWU began as a group of women from mainly the Tewa-speaking Pueblo communities around a kitchen table to confront systems of oppression and patriarchy. They wanted to create a space for women to uncover their own power and encourage them to use their voice to create change in the community. 
TWU supports efforts for environmental health and climate change adaptability by creating community gardens, heirloom seed libraries, non-GMO seed exchanges, traditional agriculture, and bio and mycoremediation practices. They also address the destruction that happens on their ancestral homelands and sacred areas and the violence that has been inflicted on their bodies and their land.
Nathana shared, “This work inspires me because I have three daughters and one son, who know this is their place. But it’s also for all the young girls that come after me — that grow up here and connect back to their Tewa and cultural roots.”
Helping neighbors in need around the world in tangible ways to share God’s love is why we do what we do. And when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray~
Lord God, we thank you for the good earth on which we live and worship. Help us to nurture and celebrate the power of families and communities as together we strive for a world where we are truly one in your son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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