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Minute for Mission
From Disaster to Hope
High in the mountains of Nepal, hundreds of remote hill villages dot the landscape in a terrain that is as precarious and vulnerable as the people themselves. People like Dilliram Bhatta [dill-i-ram bot-tah].
The village of Gorkha, where Dilliram and his family live, has historically had no source of clean drinking water. He and the other villagers regularly walked 45 minutes down the hill to get water for their households and livestock and then carried it back up. Water scarcity became even worse for the village when a massive earthquake hit Nepal in April 2015.
The unprecedented disaster caused catastrophic damage, including the destruction of the village’s closest water supply, leaving the families no choice but to travel even farther for water. Their appeals to the local government for a solution to their water crisis proved fruitless.
But Juneli Nepal [joon-eh-lee] — a small nonprofit run primarily by women — heard their cries. Under the leadership of its president, Anjila Khadka, the organization works to empower Nepalese communities and individuals by addressing such systemic issues as inadequate infrastructure and lack of access to education, skills training, health-care services, proper hygiene, basic human and women’s rights and disaster preparedness.
[bookmark: _Hlk175640627]To address the village of Gorkha’s immediate needs, Juneli Nepal worked in collaboration with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) and the local government to provide the village with its own water supply. By 2018, 75 households were provided with safe, clean drinking water.
The humanitarian mission of Juneli Nepal is made possible, in part, through a grant from PDA, which is in turn supported by Presbyterians’ generous gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing.
Juneli Nepal aligns with PDA’s values of compassion, collaboration and empowerment, working alongside communities to rebuild infrastructure, restore livelihoods and strengthen resilience against future disasters. The villagers appealed for the drinking water, and thanks to PDA, Juneli Nepal was “happy and lucky to solve the problem,” Anjila said. And because of gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing, life for the villagers has steadily begun to improve.
This is a very tangible example of how this Offering enables us to provide support in times of crisis as well as work toward long-term development.
Anjila shares an important message with us all when she says, “Giving generously to One Great Hour of Sharing is a way to live out the Christian values of compassion and service. It reflects the call to love and support our neighbors, both locally and globally, without any discrimination, in line with Jesus’ teachings.”
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we extend God’s love to the most vulnerable. Please give what you can — because when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

Let us pray~
Holy God, thank you for organizations like Juneli Nepal and their spirit of optimism and ability to address basic needs for those in their community. We are grateful to be a small part in their work. Bless this work as we partner with people across the globe to show Christ’s love. Amen.
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