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I attended the PHS Board Meeting last week in Philadelphia.  We learned a lot about what individual 
staff members do in their work, as well as hearing committee reports.  The Racial Justice Working Group 
is studying William Yoo's book, "What Kind of Christianity" and will have a discussion with him on 
November 30 by Zoom.  He recently presented at the PMAB meeting.  We spent time talking about two 
actions from the GA regarding Racial and Gender Justice and how PHS might be able to assist 
congregations and Presbyterians in learning about their history's impact on the lives of people of color 
past and present.  The highlight of our time together was the "Building Knowledge and Breaking 
Barriers" exhibit opening and reception which was held on Thursday.  It was a beautiful evening to 
gather outside in the courtyard and in the building with about 200 people attending including students 
from the City College of Philadelphia, neighbors, and even former Co-Moderator Cindy Kohlman and her 
husband.  On Friday, we talked about the development of the mission statement and institutional 
priorities, and the impact of two General Assembly decisions, particularly the impact of FIN-10 regarding 
the unification of OGA and PMA.  The staff and board members are eager to be part of the 
conversations so that they don't "get lost" in the future plans.  MOV-02 is also a concern with moving 
Mission Engagement Services to ASG as the funds for development, interpretation, and education for 
the operation of PHS will be included in that work.  We look forward to our joint meeting with COGA in 
April 2023, in Louisville.  As you might be aware, the current staff of PHS is outstanding not just in their 
day-to-day work, but also with their hospitality.  There are continuing maintenance needs for their 
building which they are managing well.  PHS is in many ways a hidden gem of our denomination, and we 
all need to find ways to share what they do to make us a stronger presence in the religious community 
and beyond!  
 


