
Presbyterian Heritage Sunday

Where History Lives:
 The Presbyterian 
  Historical Society at 160
On May 20, 1852, in Charleston, South Carolina, the 
General Assembly of  the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
(Old School) approved the creation of  the Presbyterian 
Historical Society at the urging of  Cortland Van Rensse-
laer (1808-1860), secretary of  the Board of  Education. One 
hundred and sixty years after Van Rensselaer advocated 
for an organization that would rescue the treasures of  the 
Presbyterian Church from the “diluvium of  time,” the 
Presbyterian Historical Society (PHS) remains true to its 
founding and central mission: to collect, preserve, and 
share the historical materials of  the Presbyterian Church. 

The Presbyterian Historical Society provides resources for Heritage Sunday, a 
day set aside by the General Assembly of  the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to 
celebrate and learn more about the rich history of  Presbyterianism in America. 

Additional resources for Heritage Sunday are available on our website at: 

Current home of  the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia.
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