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Notes for Explaining the Triduum / Three Days 
 
There should be a sense of continuity uniting the services of Holy Week, from Passion / Palm 
Sunday to the Resurrection of the Lord. The services of the Triduum (or Three Days) in 
particular — Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Resurrection of the Lord —  are really 
intended to be one whole event that stretches across three days. These brief explanatory notes 
are offered to bridge the gaps between the services, helping to give the sense that the event is 
ongoing. These notes might printed in the beginnings of the orders of worship, as indicated. 

 
Maundy Thursday 
On Passion/Palm Sunday we celebrated the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem ... and 
then turned with him to face the cross, where he gave his life for us and our salvation. Tonight 
we keep the feast that Jesus shared with his disciples on the night of his arrest, and we 
remember his new commandment to love one another even as he has loved us. 
 
Good Friday 
On Maundy Thursday we kept the feast that Jesus shared with his disciples on the night of his 
arrest, and we remembered his new commandment: to love one another even as he has loved us. 
This afternoon we turn to the cross, where Jesus gave his life for us and our salvation. 
 
Easter Sunday / Easter Vigil 
On Good Friday we witnessed the tragedy of Jesus' suffering and death on the cross, where he 
gave his life for us and our salvation. Today, on the first day of the week, [or Tonight at the 
Easter Vigil] we gather at the tomb ... only to discover that the stone is rolled away, and the 
grave is empty. Today [Tonight] we celebrate the good news of the gospel: Jesus Christ is risen! 


